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Statement of Ethical Obligations

Oath or Affirmation of Office

In taking the Oath or Affirmation of Office, each Councillor has made a commitment to
undertake the duties of the office of councillor in the best interests of the people of Canterbury
Bankstown and Canterbury Bankstown Council and that they will faithfully and impartially carry
out the functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local
Government Act 1993 or any other Act to the best of their ability and judgment.

Conflicts of Interest

A councillor who has a conflict of interest in any matter with which the council is concerned,
and who is present at a meeting of the council when the matter is being considered, must
disclose the interest and the nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. Both
the disclosure and the nature of the interest must be recorded in the minutes of the Council
meeting where the conflict of interest arises. Councillors should ensure that they are familiar
with Parts 4 and 5 of the Code of Conduct in relation to their obligations to declare and manage
conflicts of interests.
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1 LEAVE OF ABSENCE

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
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2

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The following minutes are submitted for confirmation -

2.1

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of Council of 2 December 2025........ccccceeevciviveenennnn.

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
Page 9







CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN

MINUTES OF THE
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

PRESENT: Mayor, Councillor El-Hayek
Councillors Abu-Samen, Akther, Blood, Cahill, Coorey, Harika, Lindsay, Raffan,
Saleh OAM, Stavrinos, Walsh, Walther, Zakhia

APOLOGIES Councillor Asfour

HIS WORSHIP THE MAYOR DECLARED THE MEETING OPEN AT 6.00 PM.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

THE MAYOR ACKNOWLEDGED THE TRADITIONAL CUSTODIANS OF THE LAND,
WATER AND SKIES OF WHERE WE ARE MEETING TODAY THE DARUG (DARAG,
DHARUG, DARUK AND DHARUK) PEOPLE AND PAID RESPECT TO DARUG
CULTURAL HERITAGE, BELIEFS AND RELATIONSHIP WITH THE LAND. THE MAYOR
ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED FIRST PEOPLES’ CONTINUING IMPORTANCE TO OUR

COMMUNITY.
SECTION 1: LEAVE OF ABSENCE
(397) CLR. ZAKHIA:/CLR. STAVRINOS

RESOLVED that Leave of Absence be granted to Clr Asfour due to personal reasons.

- CARRIED

SECTION 2: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES
(398) CLR. CAHILL:/CLR. WALSH

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Ordinary Council Meeting held on 18 November
2025 be adopted.

- CARRIED

SECTION 3: DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY INTEREST OR NON-PECUNIARY CONFLICT OF
INTEREST

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Mayor El-Hayek declared a non-significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given he is a member of the football club. Mayor El-Hayek
advised it will not affect his consideration of the matter and he will remain in
the Chamber.

This is page Eleven of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
Held on 2 DECEMBER 2025 Confirmed on 24 FEBRUARY 2026



CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN

MINUTES OF THE
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Councillor Saleh OAM declared a non-significant non-
pecuniary conflict of interest given he is a member of the football club.
Councillor Saleh OAM advised it will not affect his consideration of the matter
and he will remain in the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Councillor Zakhia declared a non-significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given he is a member of the football club. Councillor Zakhia
advised it will not affect his consideration of the matter and he will remain in
the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Councillor Walther declared a significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given her employer has a working relationship with the entity
and as such she will vacate the Chamber taking no part in debate or decision on
the matter.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Councillor Blood declared a non-significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given he is a member of the football club. Councillor Blood
advised it will not affect his consideration of the matter and he will remain in
the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs
Centre of Excellence, Councillor Harika declared a non-significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given she is a member of the football club. Councillor Harika
advised it will not affect her consideration of the matter and she will remain in
the Chamber.

SECTION 4: MAYORAL MINUTES
ITEM 4.1 CHRISTMAS MESSAGE 2025
(399) CLR. EL-HAYEK

RESOLVED that a happy and safe Christmas is wished to our Councillors, their
families, staff at Council and residents.

- CARRIED

ITEM 4.2 LOCAL COMMUNITY BASED DONATIONS

CLR STAVRINOS TEMPORARILY VACATED THE CHAMBER AT 6.07 PM.
(400) CLR. EL-HAYEK

This is page Twelve of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
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MINUTES OF THE
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

RESOLVED that

1. Council supports a donation of $500.00 to Padstow Community Care towards
their 2025 Christmas Appeal.

2. These funds be made available from the Local Community Based Donations
Budget.
- CARRIED
SECTION 5: ITEMS OF BUSINESS TO BE RESOLVED BY EXCEPTION

CLR STAVRINOS RETURNED TO THE CHAMBER AT 6.08 PM.

(401) CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that

1. In accordance with Council’s Code of Meeting Practice, Council adopts all the
recommendations of Items 8.1, 8.4, 9.1, 10.1, 10.2, 11.1, 11.2, 11.3, 11.4,
11.6,11.7 and 12.1.

2. Standing Orders be suspended and the above items be dealt with now.
3. Standing Orders then be resumed.
- CARRIED
ITEM 8.1 CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS REPORT
(402) CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that the information be noted.

- CARRIED
ITEM 8.4 ROAD NAMING - LINK ROAD BETWEEN KEYS PARADE AND AULD AVENUE
(403) CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that

This is page Thirteen of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
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ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

ITEM 9.1
(404)

ITEM 10.1

(405)

ITEM 10.2

(406)

1. Council approves the name Beckett Road for the naming of the new road
and;
2. An application be made to the Geographic Names Board for the naming of the

road in accordance with the Geographical Names Act 1996.

- CARRIED
INFORMATION REPORT ON RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL EVENTS
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that the information within the report be noted.

- CARRIED

MINUTES OF THE FIRST PEOPLES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5
NOVEMBER 2025

CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that the minutes of the First Peoples Advisory Committee meeting held

on 5 November 2025 be endorsed.

- CARRIED

MINUTES OF THE ARTS & CULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12
NOVEMBER 2025

CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that the minutes of the Arts & Culture Advisory Committee meeting held
on 12 November 2025 be endorsed.

- CARRIED

This is page Fourteen of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
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ITEM 11.1
(407)

ITEM 11.2
(408)

ITEM 11.3
(409)

ITEM 11.4
(410)

STATUS OF PREVIOUS NOTICES OF MOTION - DECEMBER 2025
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that the information be noted.

- CARRIED

SPORTS FORUM
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that Council facilitates a Sports Forum for sporting associations and
clubs across the local government area that utilise Council-managed open spaces.

- CARRIED

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PET OWNERSHIP
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that Council bring back a report on running an education campaign

aimed at pet ownership and the costs/responsibilities of having pets in particular
cats and dogs.

- CARRIED

PLANNING FOR H5 AVIAN INFLUENZA AND OTHER BIOSECURITY RISKS
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA
RESOLVED that Council:

1. Notes the devastating impact that H5 Avian Influenza has had on bird
populations, particularly in North America.

2. Notesthat H5 has been frequently found in migratory birds which often fly into
Australia.

3. Notes that H5 has been found in the external Australian territory of Heard
Island.

This is page Fifteen of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
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ITEM 11.6

(411)

ITEM 11.7
(412)

4. Notes that H5 has been commonly found in Wetland birds.

5. Notes the vital importance that Wetland birds play in the nutrient cycles and
food webs of Canterbury-Bankstown’s Wetlands including Wolli Creek,
Goolay’yari, Salt Pan Creek, and the Georges River, as well as their cultural and
spiritual importance to First Nations peoples.

6. Prepares a report which examines the feasibility of responding to potential
future Avian Influenza outbreaks, or other biosecurity threats including by:
a. Training staff to identify infected birds, and the processes to report, or
remove them.
b. Educating residents who live near Wetlands, or keep birds on their
property about how to identify and report infected birds.
c. Developing a Biosecurity strategy.

- CARRIED

REQUEST FOR GOVERNMENT COLLABORATION WITH SYDNEY WATER ON
NATURALISATION PLANNING FOR COOKS RIVER

CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that Council call on the NSW Government to work with Sydney Water to
prepare a costed plan for naturalising a priority section of the concrete channel in
the Cooks River. This plan should inform the Cooks River Catchment Management
Plan (CMP) and would identify feasible design options, estimated costs, staging, and
opportunities for ecological, social, and cultural benefits.

- CARRIED

KEEPING OUR WATERWAYS SAFE
CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that Council support Maritime, NSW Police and Noble Toyota by sharing
and promoting their joint water safety initiative this Summer, focused on jet ski
handling.

- CARRIED
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ITEM12.1 DIRECT NEGOTIATION WITH MIRVAC FOR SHARED PATHWAY EXTENSION
(413) CLR. RAFFAN:/CLR. ZAKHIA

RESOLVED that

1. Council notes the information outlined in the report.

2. Having regard to the extenuating circumstances, Council resolves, in
accordance with Section 55(3)(i) of the Local Government Act 1993, not to
invite tenders for the required service, given that Council does not believe it
will receive competitive and cost-efficient tenders for the proposed works.

3. Given the extenuating circumstances, cost efficiencies, consistency in the
design and construction of the pathway and elimination of duplication of
works, Council agrees to enter into direct negotiations with Mirvac with a
view to entering into a contract for the delivery of the Shared Pathway
extension, as part of its existing works under the Planning Agreement.

4. The Chief Executive Officer be authorised to carry out relevant negotiations
with Mirvac.

5. A further report be provided to Council to consider the outcome of the
negotiations.

- CARRIED
SECTION 6: PLANNING MATTERS
Nil
SECTION 7: POLICY MATTERS
ITEM7.1 LOCAL ORDERS AND APPROVALS POLICIES
(414) CLR. LINDSAY:/CLR. STAVRINOS

RESOLVED that Council adopt the following local polices and associated guidelines:

e  Commercial Use of Footways Local Approvals Policy and Guidelines
e Hoarding and Scaffolding Local Approvals Policy and Guidelines
Local Orders Policy and Schedule
Markets Local Approvals Policy
Mobile Food Vending Vehicles Local Approvals Policy
Street Parklet Program Local Approvals Policy and Guidelines
e  Waste in Public Places Local Approvals Policy and Guidelines
- CARRIED
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SECTION 8:

ITEM 8.1

ITEM 8.2
(415)

ITEM 8.3

GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION MATTERS

CODE OF CONDUCT COMPLAINTS REPORT

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 402 ON PAGE
THREE OF THESE MINUTES.

DRAFT CODE OF MEETING PRACTICE 2025
CLR. STAVRINOS:/CLR. ABU-SAMEN

RESOLVED that Council adopts the Draft Code of Meeting Practice as outlined in the
report.

- CARRIED

CLR BLOOD REQUESTED THAT HIS NAME BE RECORDED AS VOTING AGAINST
THIS RESOLUTION.

PROPERTY MATTER - CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN BULLDOGS CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Mayor El-Hayek declared a non-significant non-pecuniary conflict of
interest given he is a member of the football club. Mayor El-Hayek advised it will
not affect his consideration of the matter and he remained in the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Councillor Saleh OAM declared a non-significant non-pecuniary
conflict of interest given he is a member of the football club. Councillor Saleh OAM
advised it will not affect his consideration of the matter and he remained in the
Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Councillor Zakhia declared a non-significant non-pecuniary conflict of
interest given he is a member of the football club. Councillor Zakhia advised it will
not affect his consideration of the matter and he remained in the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Councillor Walther declared a significant non-pecuniary conflict of
interest given her employer has a working relationship with the entity and as such
she vacated the Chamber taking no part in debate or decision on the matter.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Councillor Blood declared a non-significant non-pecuniary conflict of
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interest given he is a member of the football club. Councillor Blood advised it will
not affect his consideration of the matter and he remained in the Chamber.

In respect to Item 8.3 — Property Matter - Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs Centre
of Excellence, Councillor Harika declared a non-significant non-pecuniary conflict
of interest given she is a member of the football club. Councillor Harika advised it
will not affect her consideration of the matter and she remained in the Chamber.

CLR WALTHER TEMPORARILY VACATED THE CHAMBER AT 6.15 PM.
(416) CLR. SALEH OAM:/CLR. ABU-SAMEN
RESOLVED that

1. Council agree to grant approval for the construction compound site licence
to the Bulldogs for Lot 12 and part Lot 13 DP1159726, located at 1C and
part 1D Leylands Parade, Belmore.

2. The Chief Executive Officer to finalise the licence agreement for the
compound construction site with the Bulldogs and be authorised to sign all
documentation, as required.

3. Council notes the Minister for Local Government’s consent to the proposed
lease and formally grant the Bulldogs a 30-year lease for Belmore Oval, as
outlined in the report.

4. The Chief Executive Officer to finalise the 30-year lease with the Bulldogs
and be authorised to sign all documentation, as required.

- CARRIED

ITEM 8.4 ROAD NAMING - LINK ROAD BETWEEN KEYS PARADE AND AULD AVENUE

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 403 ON PAGE
THREE OF THESE MINUTES.

SECTION 9: SERVICE AND OPERATIONAL MATTERS

ITEMO.1 INFORMATION REPORT ON RELIGIOUS AND CULTURAL EVENTS

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 404 ON PAGE
FOUR OF THESE MINUTES.
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ITEM 9.2 FASTER ASSESSMENTS INCENTIVE PROGRAM - FAST TRACKING PLAYGROUNDS
AND PLAY SPACES IN CANTERBURY-BANKSTOWN
(417) CLR. HARIKA:/CLR. STAVRINOS

RESOLVED that Council

1. Endorse the list of proposed playgrounds and play space projects, to be
submitted for consideration for funding under the Faster Assessments
Incentive Program.

2. Delegate authority to the CEO to finalise and submit an application for grant
funding once Council’s eligibility is confirmed by the NSW Department of
Planning, Housing and Infrastructure.

- CARRIED
CLR WALTHER RETUNRED TO THE CHAMBER AT 6.20 PM.
SECTION 10: COMMITTEE REPORTS
ITEM 10.1 MINUTES OF THE FIRST PEOPLES ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 5
NOVEMBER 2025

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 405 ON PAGE
FOUR OF THESE MINUTES.

ITEM 10.2 MINUTES OF THE ARTS & CULTURE ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12
NOVEMBER 2025

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 406 ON PAGE
FOUR OF THESE MINUTES.

ITEM 10.3 MINUTES OF THE LOCAL TRANSPORT FORUM HELD ON 25 NOVEMBER 2025
(418) CLR. LINDSAY:/CLR. STAVRINOS
RESOLVED that

1. The recommendations contained in the minutes of the Canterbury-Bankstown
Council Local Transport Forum held on 25 November 2025, be adopted with
the exception of Items 17 and 22.

This is page Twenty of the Minutes of the ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
Held on 2 DECEMBER 2025 Confirmed on 24 FEBRUARY 2026



CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN

MINUTES OF THE
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

SECTION 11:

ITEM11.1

ITEM 11.2

ITEM11.3

ITEM 11.4

ITEM 11.5
MOTION

2. ltems 17 and 22 be referred back to the Local Transport Forum.

- CARRIED

NOTICE OF MOTIONS & QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE

STATUS OF PREVIOUS NOTICES OF MOTION - DECEMBER 2025

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 407 ON PAGE
FIVE OF THESE MINUTES.

SPORTS FORUM

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 408 ON PAGE
FIVE OF THESE MINUTES.

RESPONSIBILITIES OF PET OWNERSHIP

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 409 ON PAGE
FIVE OF THESE MINUTES.

PLANNING FOR H5 AVIAN INFLUENZA AND OTHER BIOSECURITY RISKS

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 410 ON PAGE
FIVE OF THESE MINUTES.

ADVOCATING FOR SAFE, CLEAN AND INCLUSIVE PUBLIC TOILETS
CLR. BLOOD
That Council:

1. Welcomes the tabling of NSW Legislative Council Portfolio Committee No. 8
Report No. 4: Public Toilets, which recognises that access to safe, clean, and
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ITEM 11.6

inclusive public toilets is essential to public health, sanitation, human rights,
and participation in community life.

2.  Acknowledges that Council operates hundreds of public toilets that provide
vital services to residents, visitors and local businesses, and that the standards
of these facilities play an important role in community health, accessibility, and
local economic activity.

3. Notes the impact of inadequate toilet facilities on a wide range of people,
including those with disability or chronic medical conditions, parents and
carers, people experiencing homelessness, and people who are gender
diverse, and that improved facilities would help continue to position
Canterbury-Bankstown as a destination LGA for food tourism, and urban
bushland.

4. Notes that the recommendations of the report align with Canterbury-
Bankstown Council's Social Justice Charter, Disability Inclusion Action Plan, as
well as the Safe and Strong, Prosperous and Innovative, and Healthy and Active
Objectives in our Community Strategic Plan.

5. Writes to the Members for Canterbury, Bankstown, East Hills, Oatley,
Strathfield, Auburn and Summer Hill, the Minister for Health, and the Minister
for Planning and Public Spaces, urging the NSW Government to accept and
implement the recommendations of the Inquiry in full.

6. Prepares a report, providing advice to Councillors on:
a. The number of Council-owned public toilets in Canterbury-Bankstown.
b. The number of town centres within Canterbury-Bankstown which do not
have a Council owned toilet or a universal access toilet.
c. Progress towards implementing objective 2.8 of Council's Disability
Inclusion Action Plan, and the additional resourcing necessary to meet
this objective.

THERE BEING NO SECONDER THE MOTION LAPSED

REQUEST FOR GOVERNMENT COLLABORATION WITH SYDNEY WATER ON
NATURALISATION PLANNING FOR COOKS RIVER

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 411 ON PAGE
SIX OF THESE MINUTES.
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CANTERBURY BANKSTOWN

MINUTES OF THE
ORDINARY MEETING OF COUNCIL
HELD IN COUNCIL CHAMBERS
ON 2 DECEMBER 2025

ITEM 11.7 KEEPING OUR WATERWAYS SAFE

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 412 ON PAGE
SIX OF THESE MINUTES.

SECTION 12: CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

ITEM 12.1 DIRECT NEGOTIATION WITH MIRVAC FOR SHARED PATHWAY EXTENSION

THIS MATTER WAS DEALT WITH PREVIOUSLY. SEE RESOLUTION NO. 413 ON PAGE
SEVEN OF THESE MINUTES.

THE MEETING CLOSED AT 6.27 PM.

Minutes confirmed 24 FEBRUARY 2026
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4

MAYORAL MINUTES

The following items are submitted for consideration -

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

4.5

Harmony Not Hate

Karl Saleh OAM Tribute

Our City 2026

Australia Day Awards

Local Community Based Donations

29

31

33

35

37
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Mayoral Minutes - 24 February 2026

ITEMA4.1 Harmony Not Hate

Councillors,

Tonight, we opened our Council meeting with a special condolence motion and minute silence
to honour the 15 innocent lives lost in a terror attack during a Hannukah Festival at Bondi
Beach in December last year.

A poignant and symbolic reminder that we are a City with a heart and soul, and a community
that is generous and loving.

Sadly, for many Muslims in our City, and in fact across the country, the perceptions are two
thirds the reality, as the community is singled out and targeted by haters, looking to lay blame
over what occurred at the iconic beach.

It gives me no joy to tell you all that there are many Muslims that are feeling anxious and
unsafe and believe the hatred directed towards them is being fuelled by certain groups intent
on creating division. | abhor this racial victimisation and urge Unity Not Division.

Since the attack at Bondi, there have been a number of incidents in our city of Islamophobia,
or threats, including several letters sent to the Lakemba Mosque threatening to burn it down,
vile anti-Islamic Graffiti attacks at our parks and on buildings and the ever-increasing slurs
against women and girls wearing the Hijab.

In fact, just last week, during a shopping centre walk, | was approached by a distressed mother
who told me her daughter, who wears a headscarf, was too afraid to go shopping as she was
belittled and pointed at.

To put things in context, since the December attack, there has been an unprecedented 740
per cent increase in Islamophobic incidents, and that is just what has been reported.
However, there are other estimates that put that figure higher, as many incidents go
unreported.

In a peace-loving country like ours, these incidents are unacceptable, and we must do more
to foster Love Over Hate.

In recent days, some of you would have heard the inflammatory comments made by the
“headline grabbing” One Nation Leader, Senator Pauline Hanson, in which she told Sky News:
“you say there’s great Muslims out there, well I’'m sorry, how can you tell me there are good
Muslims.”

As you would expect, those comments created a stir in the community and drew widespread
condemnation from the media, politicians from all sides, religious groups and various
organisations across the country.
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Councillors, as you are aware, our City is home to one of the country’s largest percentage of
Muslim residents of any LGA, and it is incumbent on us to speak out on their behalf.

It is also a time to acknowledge the hurt and antisemitic slurs against the Jewish community
and to espouse Empathy Over Anger.

Councillors, | put the Mayoral Minute.
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Mayoral Minutes - 24 February 2026

ITEM 4.2 Karl Saleh OAM Tribute

Councillors,
Welcome back!

| hope you all had an enjoyable break and looking forward to what promises to be another
big year for our City.

Most of you would have heard by now that during the holiday period fellow Councillor Karl
Saleh OAM decided it was time to step aside from Council.

Where does one begin in highlighting a distinguished career which has included serving the
community for more than 20 years as their Local Government representative. Actually, one
may well quip, his journey has been a “labor” of love.

Councillor Saleh was elected in 2004, to represent the City of Canterbury’s West Ward _ the
first Labor Australian-Lebanese born. He was later elected in 2021 to the merged Canterbury-
Bankstown Council in the Roselands Ward.

He has never shied away from a fight and has been a fierce and tireless advocate, not only for
his community but for the residents of our entire City.

Persistent, dogged, determined, outspoken and passionate, just some of the words that best
describe him.

During his term on Council, he was active on a number of committees and panels including
Chair of the Lakemba Ramadan Event Working Group, Sydney South Regional Planning Panel,
Community and Inclusion Advisory Committee, and the Grants Committee which distributes
funds to individuals and organisations in need.

His decision to step aside wasn’t an easy one and was done with a heavy heart and much
deliberation with his family and loved ones. And if you think for one moment it is the last we
will hear from him, think again.

He has vowed to continue his work with the Riverwood Community Centre and to speak out
on issues affecting the entire community.

| would like to share the sentiments of Federal Member for Banks Zhi Soon, who said that
Councillor Saleh is an inspiration, and an example of what migrants can achieve through

dedication and hard work.

Truer words have never been spoken.
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Karl’s journey is well documented. Arriving in Australia from Lebanon around 40 years ago,
with his wife Nadia, with no money and very little English. He settled in a two-bedroom
house in Kentucky Road at Riverwood, which was then known as the worst street in NSW.

It was home and a place to raise his four children. He became a frequent visitor to the
Riverwood Community Centre, a place he loves and continues to dedicate his entire life to.

Councillors, on behalf of our City, | would like thank Councillor Saleh for his public service and
commitment and wish him well in the future. Further, | call on Council to consider an

appropriate recognition to mark his contributions to our City.

Councillors, | put the Mayoral Minute.
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Mayoral Minutes - 24 February 2026

ITEM 4.3 Our City 2026

Councillors,
2026 is shaping up to be a memorable year for our Council - a year we can all look forward to.

Even before our first meeting tonight, we held our Australia Day Awards, three Citizenship
Ceremonies and kicked off our largest event, Lakemba Nights during Ramadan.

And what about the huge response to our Xmas/New Year “surplus waste” drop off initiative,
an initiative which we will continue at various locations throughout Ramadan.

This year will mark some significant milestones in our City’s history!

The completion and opening of the state-of-the-art World Class Canterbury Leisure and
Aguatic Centre. | toured the facility just last week and | am in awe of what we have achieved
and know the community will love it.

The arrival of the first train on the new Bankstown Metro line and the upgrades around key
stations, including progressing plans to build a new carpark and open community space at
West Terrace, Bankstown.

Working with NSW Health and other key stakeholders, as work on the new multi-storey
Bankstown-Lidcombe Hospital gets underway.

The completion and upgrades of parks and play spaces including Deepwater, Lambeth
Reserve, the BMX Pump Track at Milperra, Ewen Park Playground, new community centre at
Thurina Park, Allum Park clubhouse and amenities and the Padstow Park Amenities.

We will also commence construction of public domain upgrades in the East Hills Town Centre
and Goondah Reserve. And later in the year, early works for the Campsie Hub.

Across the City, repairing and maintaining our roads network is ongoing, including multiple
upgrades along the Cooks River, completion of the Canterbury Road underpass, and the
completion of the major stormwater project at Uranus Road, Revesby.

There are also a number of key events on the calendar, including The Mayor’s Challenge for
Mental Health, The Mayor’s Sleepout for the Homeless, Business Breakfasts and an event

later in the year to raise awareness about domestic violence.

Councillors, just some of the exciting projects and events we are delivering for our
community.

Councillors, | put the Mayoral Minute.
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Mayoral Minutes - 24 February 2026

ITEM 4.4 Australia Day Awards

Councillors,

I would like to begin by sharing the words of an attendee at our recent Australia Day Awards
event. They said: the best awards ceremony Canterbury-Bankstown Council has ever held.

For those who attended, it was truly an amazing evening, with recipients, guests and the
media packing out the Bryan Brown Theatre.

There were many highlights and memorable moments as we acknowledged our residents and
organisations that have made outstanding contributions. From the many volunteers, leaders
and those unassuming locals that provide a meaningful and lasting impact.

This year, we received an unprecedented number of nominations, pointing to the
extraordinary dedication, generosity and community spirit which exists here. From this group
there were 80 outstanding nominees.

Citizen of the Year, was shared by Mathew Howard and Kelly O’Brien, parents of 12-year-old
Charlotte, who took her own life after being bullied. Their advocacy in changing social media
laws for under 16s, reforms in reporting school bullying and their fundraising efforts through
the Charlotte’s Wish Foundation were lauded by the judging panel.

Equally deserving were our other winners including Community Organisation of the Year:
Bankstown Canterbury Community Transport; Volunteer of the Year, there were two
recipients awarded, Franklin Davies OAM and Graham Tomkinson (Bankstown SES); Jack
Mundey Heritage and Environment Award, Dorothy Luther; Young Citizen of the Year, Lejla
Sinanovic; Community Woman of the Year, Sophie Najjarin.

A special Local Hero Award and Key to the City, which you will hear about later, were
awarded to Ahmed EI-Ahmed, a Bankstown local who put his life in harm’s way to tackle a
gunman during a Hanukkah Festival at Bondi Beach.

Councillors, undoubtedly there are many, many others in our community that are deserving
of recognition yet prefer to stay out of the limelight. To all our award recipients, and all those
quiet achievers, | congratulate and thank you for your commitment, on behalf of Council and
the entire community.

Councillors, | put the Mayoral Minute.
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ITEM 4.5 Local Community Based Donations

In accordance with Clause 5.1.5 of Council’s Community Grants and Event Sponsorship Policy,
the following community-based organisations have approached Council for financial
assistance:

Chander Haat Social Welfare & Development Inc.

Chander Haat Social Welfare & Development Inc. is a community-driven, not-for-profit social
welfare organisation delivering targeted outreach programs for students, migrants, and
broader multicultural communities. Their work focuses on social integration, wellbeing, and
safety, including mental health awareness, settlement guidance, and community connection.
They operate on a fully volunteer-led model and rely largely on community contributions.

Chander Haat has sought Councils support for its inaugural fundraising concert on Sunday 8
February 2026, at Bryan Brown Theatre, Bankstown. The concert is organised by international
students and young volunteers based primarily in the Lakemba—Bankstown area, with the aim
of bringing together local residents through a culturally inclusive and community-focused
evening.

Chander Haat Social Welfare & Development Inc. is seeking Council’s support by way of a
contribution towards venue hire at a total cost of $3,112.50. A fee waiver of $500.00 is
recommended.

Little Wings

Little Wings is a not-for-profit charitable organisation that provides free air and ground
transport for regional and remote families requiring access to life-saving medical treatment.
The organisation operates from Bankstown Airport and is supported by a strong base of local
volunteers and community fundraising initiatives.

Little Wings has approached Council seeking support for its Return and Earn “Fuel Our Planes”
fundraising campaign, following increased demand from local community organisations
wishing to participate in the program. The campaign raises funds to support the organisation’s
ongoing delivery of essential transport services for vulnerable families.

Little Wings is seeking Council’s support by way of an in-kind donation of 20 recycling bins to
assist with the expansion of the campaign. The cost to Council to provide the bins is $925.80
+ GST. The donation is consistent with previous Council support provided to Little Wings and
is recommended.

RECOMMENDATION

1. Council supports a fee waiver of $500.00 to Chander Haat Social Welfare &
Development Inc towards their inaugural fundraising concert event.
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2. Council supports the in-kind donation of 20 recycling bins to Little Wings for use in its
Return and Earn “Fuel Our Planes” fundraising campaign at a cost to Council of

$925.80 + GST.

3. These funds be made available from the Local Community Based Donations Budget.

Councillors, | put the Mayoral Minute.
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5

ITEMS OF BUSINESS TO BE RESOLVED BY EXCEPTION
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6

PLANNING MATTERS

The following items are submitted for consideration -

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

6.5

Report on Council’s Performance in the Assessment of Development
Applications for the Second Quarter of the 2025/26 Financial Year, Clause

4.6 Variations Approved for the Second Quarter of the 2025/26 Financial

Year, Planning Related Legal Appeals, and the Status of Current Planning
Proposals

Submission to the NSW Government’s Draft State Land Use Plan, Draft
Sydney Plan, and Draft Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands

Exhibition of Draft Basement Controls for Low-Rise Housing

Draft Housekeeping Amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown
Development Control Plan 2023

Draft TOD Development Control Plan Post Exhibition Report

43

47

59

67

71
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Planning Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 6.1 Report on Council’s Performance in the Assessment of
Development Applications for the Second Quarter of the
2025/26 Financial Year, Clause 4.6 Variations Approved for
the Second Quarter of the 2025/26 Financial Year, Planning
Related Legal Appeals, and the Status of Current Planning
Proposals

AUTHOR Planning

SUMMARY

The purpose of this report is to provide Council information regarding:

1. Performance for processing of development applications for the second quarter of the
2025/26 financial year;

2. Development applications approved with a Clause 4.6 Variation for the second quarter

of the 2025/26 financial year;

Planning related legal appeals currently before the Land and Environment Court; and

4.  Active Planning Proposals.

w

RECOMMENDATION

That the report be noted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1.  Clause 4.6 return for the second quarter of the 2025/26 financial year
2. Planning related Court appeals as of 4 February 2026

3. List of active planning proposals as of February 2026

4.  Housing Delivery Authority declared projects as of February 2026
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

CBCity 2036 guides Canterbury-Bankstown for the next decade and beyond and our response
to CBCity 2036 can be found in our Delivery Program annual Operational Plans.

Council’'s 2025-26 Operational Plan Action 3 (Building and Development) supports the
delivery of quality and compliant development. This report aligns with the specific
destinations in CBCity 2036, creating a City that is Strong and Prosperous and Liveable and
Distinctive where we deliver on the needs of our community by enabling an attractive,
sustainable, and affordable built environment within a legislative framework.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

This matter does not have any financial or policy implications for Council.

From a community perspective, the efficient processing of development applications plays a
pivotal role in enhancing the housing supply, fostering job opportunities, expanding
community amenities, and elevating the aesthetic appeal of our City. Our Council's impressive
track record as one of the swiftest authorities in metropolitan Sydney when it comes to
processing development applications is a substantial advantage for both the community and
the industry.

Nonetheless, it is equally essential to ensure that our community is shielded from ill-advised
development ventures. This report provides insights into instances where the Council has
firmly opposed subpar development proposals. In such cases, the Council has demonstrated
a commendable success rate in defending against appeals filed by applicants. Furthermore,
the Council has been effective in orchestrating modifications to proposals, aligning them with
relevant planning regulations, and promoting orderly development.

Similarly, the advancement of Planning Proposals serves as a catalyst for the New South Wales
economy, generating employment opportunities, increasing housing availability, delivering
vital infrastructure, and bestowing public benefits upon the community. It also plays a pivotal
role in fostering urban renewal in areas where it is deemed appropriate, and it can be
substantiated that a modification to planning regulations will yield enhanced outcomes for
the locality. This determination takes into account a comprehensive range of factors,
encompassing economic, social, and environmental considerations.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

1. DEVELOPMENT APPLICATIONS
Processing of development applications for the second quarter of the 2025/26 financial year

. For the second quarter of the 2025/26 financial year, Council determined 136
development applications and 38 Section 4.55 applications (applications to modify a
development consent), with a total capital investment value of $181,703,476.

. The average gross determination times for all development applications for the quarter
was 69 days. The average assessment time for the 2025/26 financial year to end of
December is 81 days.

Reporting of development applications which involved a Clause 4.6 submission

. On 21 February 2018, the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure issued
Planning System Circular PS 18-003 Variation to Development Standards. The Circular
requires that a report of all variations approved under delegation from a Council must
be provided to a meeting of the Council at least once each quarter.

. During the second quarter of the 2025/26 financial year, a total of six variations to an
environmental planning instrument were approved. The report provided at Attachment
1 is the required report and includes all results for the second quarter of the current
financial year.

Current planning related appeals before the New South Wales Land and Environment Court

= Attachment 2 to this report provides details of the appeals currently before the New
South Wales Land and Environment Court, as of 4 February 2026. The attached list
identifies a total of 24 active appeals. The report also provides information on appeals
that have been finalised between 1 July 2022 and 4 February 2026. In that period there
were 66 matters settled by way of a Section 34 agreement after amendments were
made to the proposal to address Council’s contentions. Eighteen appeals were
discontinued by the applicant, five were dismissed and nine appeals upheld but only
after the applicant submitted amended plans as part of the Court process to address
Council’s contentions.

Ll The active matters relate to refused development applications, or “deemed refused”
matters, where Council has requested modifications to a proposal to bring about an
acceptable development outcome and the applicant has sought approval through the
Court rather than amend the development.

2. PLANNING PROPOSALS
At its Ordinary Meeting of 8 December 2020, Council resolved to receive a regular report

detailing all planning proposals. Council currently has six planning proposals in progress,
which are outlined in Attachment 3 (and divided into stages represented in Figure 2 below).
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01 02 06

Obtain Resolve to Gateway Public Consider Finalise and
recommendation prepare and Determination Exhibition submissionsand Make the Plan
to prepare and submit PP decide on way
submit PP forward

No. of
s ] 0) 1 1 3 0)
proposals

Figure 4: Number of planning proposals at key stages of the process

There are several major urban renewal proposals at various stages of the process, including
the Chester Square mixed use proposal, a private hospital proposal at 11 Harp Street, Campsie
and Council’s planning proposal to implement the Campsie Town Centre Master Plan. Council
has also commenced the preparation of a planning proposal to establish Special
Entertainment Precincts in Bankstown and Campsie.

Five planning proposals have received Gateway determinations and are at various stages of
the public exhibition process. There are no planning proposals with the Department for
finalisation at this time.

It is noted Council’s alternative precinct plans for Belmore, Lakemba, Wiley Park and
Punchbowl centres are not included in the attached table, as the LEP Amendments within
these centres are subject to the Transport Oriented Development (TOD) Program led by the
NSW Government and not the planning proposal process led by Council.

3. HOUSING DELIVERY AUTHORITY DECLARED STATE SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT
APPLICATIONS

At its Ordinary Meeting of 22 July 2025, Council resolved to receive a quarterly report on
Housing Delivery Authority (HDA) declared projects and associated State Significant
Development Applications (SSDAs).

There are currently 17 HDA declared SSDAs in the Canterbury Bankstown Local Government
Area with a total of 5,268 dwellings proposed in the Expression of Interest submissions made
by the applicants to the HDA. This is an increase of one HDA declared project comprising at
total of 114 dwellings since the last Council meeting update in November 2025. One HDA
declared SSDA has been withdrawn by the applicant.

Refer to Attachment 4 for details of each of the projects.
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Planning Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 6.2 Submission to the NSW Government’s Draft State Land Use
Plan, Draft Sydney Plan, and Draft Statewide Policy for
Industrial Lands

AUTHOR Planning

SUMMARY

. This report outlines Council’s submission to a suite of strategic planning strategies
exhibited by the NSW Government regarding Sydney’s long-term future.

. Sydney’s long-term success relies on a single, shared vision to guide how the city grows.
The NSW Government aims to build a globally competitive, sustainable and resilient city
that can support population and economic growth. By 2045, Sydney is expected to reach
6.5 million residents, making it one of Australia’s fastest-growing metropolitan areas.

. Canterbury-Bankstown will play a major role in this future. Based on current population
projects, Canterbury-Bankstown is anticipated to reach 500,000 residents in the coming
10-20 years. It hosts the second largest number of businesses in Sydney, supports more
than 100,000 jobs, and generates a $20 billion gross regional product, positioning it as
NSW’s seventh largest economy.

. To support this growth, the NSW Government is exhibiting four strategic planning

documents:

— A Discussion Paper ‘A New Approach to Strategic Planning’, which proposes a State
Land Use Plan to improve the strategic land use planning framework in NSW.

— The Sydney Plan, which sets regional land use directions for all 33 Sydney councils.

— A Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands, which establishes a consistent approach to
managing State Significant, Regionally Significant and Locally Significant industrial
lands.

— Regulatory amendments to enable the Development Coordination Authority to
begin in July 2026 and deliver a single, coordinated State response to planning
referrals for planning proposals and development applications.

. Council supports the intent to simplify and modernise the strategic land use planning
framework. However, further reform is needed to create a clearer and more
transparent NSW planning system.

= Council’s submission recommends several key actions to strengthen the new
framework and ensure it delivers practical, long-term outcomes for Sydney and
Canterbury-Bankstown. Key issues include:
— Need for a Whole-of-Government approach and integrated planning for land use
and infrastructure
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— Unlock Canterbury-Bankstown as Sydney’s Connective City

— Fix zoning inconsistencies between the R2 and R3 neighbourhoods
— Reform State-led development approval pathways

— Embed design quality in the strategic land use planning framework.

. This report recommends that Council endorse the submission provided in Attachment
1. The closing date for submissions is 27 February 2026.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council endorse the submission to the Discussion Paper ‘A New Approach to Strategic
Planning’, the Sydney Plan, the Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands, and the Explanation of
Intended Effect ‘Establishing the Development Coordination Authority’ provided in
Attachment 1.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1. Draft Combined Submission

Discussion Paper ‘A New Approach to Strategic Planning’
The Sydney Plan
Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands

vk W N

Development Coordination Authority
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

Ll The NSW Government will require Council to consider the State Land Use Plan, Sydney
Plan, and Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands when preparing and reviewing its local
policies. These include the Local Strategic Planning Statement, Housing Strategy,
Employment Lands Strategy, Local Environmental Plan, Development Control Plan, and
Contributions Plan.

. Council will need to monitor the delivery of the housing target and report to the
Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure. The NSW Government may
intervene if Council does not zone enough capacity.

. This submission is formed by Council’s current endorsed strategies and policies,
including the Local Strategic Planning Statement and its integrated strategic planning

framework.

. These changes will have resourcing, financial and governance implications for Council
over the medium term.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. This matter has strategic, financial and operational implications. The NSW Government
will require Council to review housing and industrial land standards from 2026-2027
and its Local Strategic Planning Statement from 2027 to implement the new State
framework. This will be considered as part of Council’s ongoing operational planning.

. The reforms may also affect Council’s ability to manage growth sequencing,
infrastructure provision, and community engagement, particularly where State-led
approval pathways apply.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Council’s submission is combined into a single document, broken up into four parts,
addressing each of the exhibited policies. The key components of the submission are outlined
below.

1. DISCUSSION PAPER ‘A NEW APPROACH TO STRATEGIC PLANNING’
1.1 Background

= The NSW Government is exhibiting a high-level Discussion Paper (Attachment 2),
proposing improvements to the state-wide strategic land use planning framework.

. It proposes to replace the existing Greater Sydney Region Plan and South District Plan
(prepared by the former Greater Cities Commission) with a new three-tier framework
(Figure 1), consisting of:

—  State Land Use Plan: This plan will set the state-wide priorities that all Region Plans
and Local Strategic Planning Statements must follow. These priorities cover areas
such as Aboriginal outcomes, housing, prosperity, connectivity, resilience,
liveability and coordination.

— Region Plans (including the Sydney Plan): The Sydney Plan will translate the state-
wide priorities into regional land use directions.

— Local Strategic Planning Statement: The NSW Government will provide guidance to
councils in 2027 to inform the review of local strategic planning statements to align
with the new State and Region Plans.

. The new three-tier framework will apply to all councils in NSW and is expected to be
finalised in mid-2026 for implementation by Council in 2027.

| ]| || State Land Use Plan

Sets a long-term vision and clear statewide land use priorities.
Provides the policy foundation for all regional and local planning.

.f“‘, -}

02 Region plans

\ Translate State priorities into place-based spatial strategies that
— sequence land use changes and infrastructure provision across
defined regional boundaries.

“" +

y v ¥

S 4
m Local strategic planning =

Translate regional direction into local priorities.

Informed by existing strategic work and local evidence.

Figure 1: Proposed three-tier framework (Discussion Paper, page 24)
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1.2

13

Key Issues

The NSW planning system currently includes the Act and Regulation, State
Environmental Planning Policies, Ministerial Directions, the Standard Instrument,
practice notes, planning circulars, planning guidelines, and various state agency land
use strategies. This volume of documents makes the system difficult for councils,
industry and the community to navigate. This is especially challenging in
Canterbury-Bankstown, where many residents, particularly those from non-English
speaking backgrounds, struggle to understand how the NSW planning system works.

The proposed three-tier structure is weakened by multiple State-led development
approval pathways, including the Low and Mid-Rise Housing Program, Transport
Oriented Development Precincts, Pattern Books, State Significant Development, Site
Compatibility Certificates, and the Housing Delivery Authority. These pathways can
override local strategic plans and bypass community consultation, whilst providing
multiple and sometimes conflicting approval pathways for development.

Council Submission — Summary of Key Points
Council supports the intent to simplify the strategic planning framework, however
further reform is needed to create a clear and transparent NSW planning system. The

submission recommends:

1. Demystify the Planning System: Provide a clear explanation of how strategic plans
link to roles, responsibilities and statutory mechanisms.

2. Improve Strategic Planning Processes at the State Level: Carry out a full review of
all State planning documents, such as SEPPs, Ministerial Directions, the Standard
Instrument, practice notes, circulars, guidelines and agency land use strategies to
consolidate, simplify and rewrite these documents in plain English.

3. Reform State-led Approval Pathways: Remove or amend pathways that override
the three-tier framework and are not subject to meaningful community
consultation and local input.

4, Embed Design Quality: Add a new Priority to the State Land Use Plan that
incorporates a design quality framework aligned with Better Placed and the
principles of ‘Density Done Well’.

5. Modernise Development Control Plans: Clarify the purpose of DCPs and introduce
a consistent state-wide template to improve usability and alignment with
strategic plans that is compatible with emerging technologies.

6. Integrate Local Strategic Planning Statements into the IP&R Framework: Formally
integrate LSPS review within the Local Government Act’s Integrated Planning and
Reporting framework timeframes.
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2.  THE SYDNEY PLAN

2.1 Background

] The NSW Government is exhibiting the Sydney Plan (Attachment 3), which will apply to
all 33 councils in Sydney.

Figure 18: Sydney's employment network
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Figure 2: Sydney’s employment network (Sydney Plan, page 24)
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2.2

2.3

The Sydney Plan will replace the existing Greater Sydney Region Plan and South District
Plan. Its purpose is to translate statewide priorities into regional land use directions and
help meet NSW'’s five-year housing target under the National Housing Accord. The
Sydney Plan is expected to be finalised in mid-2026.

Key actions relevant to Canterbury-Bankstown:

— Housing Priority: Council has been given a five-year housing target of 14,500 new
homes by 2029. To support this, Council will need to review its Local Strategic
Planning Statement in 2027 and update its dual occupancy and diverse housing
standards in 2026—2027. There is no long-term housing target.

—  Prosperous Priority: Bankstown is identified as a commercial centre with a target
of 25,000 jobs, while Campsie is identified as a retail centre with 6,000—-10,000 jobs.
Other centres are classified as residential centres that will provide local service jobs
alongside higher density housing. These targets align with Council’s master plans
for Bankstown and Campsie.

— Resilient Priority: From 2026, Council will update its hazard studies using the latest
data and will also set local canopy and greening targets to guide future planning
and environmental outcomes.

— Liveable Priority: Council to establish special entertainment precincts.

— Coordinated Priority: Council to review contributions plans and infrastructure
schedules every two years from 2026.

Key Issues
The NSW Government may intervene if Council does not zone enough capacity.

Unlike previous metropolitan plans, the Sydney Plan does not include a 20-year housing
target, making long-term infrastructure planning more difficult.

The Sydney Plan focuses on land use, however, it does not integrate with transport and
infrastructure as was the previous metropolitan plan for Sydney. This creates
uncertainty that regional and State infrastructure will align to properly support Sydney’s
growth as a truly polycentric (multi-centred) metropolitan area.

Council Submission — Summary of Key Points

Need for a Whole-of-Government Approach: Council strongly supports coordinated
planning across all levels of government. Local government cannot deliver the Sydney
Plan’s vision alone. Whilst the Sydney Plan acknowledges collaboration, it does not
explain how state agencies, the Housing Delivery Authority, the Development
Coordination Authority, councils and industry will work together.

The submission recommends strengthening the Sydney Plan to become a practical
reference for all government partners when making decisions about infrastructure,
planning proposals and development assessments. This requires alignment of transport,
infrastructure and land use planning, and a role for the NSW Government to coordinate
state agencies, local government and industry in delivering Sydney’s long-term vision.
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Unlock Canterbury-Bankstown as Sydney’s Connective City: Canterbury-Bankstown is a
major geographic connector between Sydney’s east, west, north and south. It is central
to future mass-transit planning to truly realise Sydney’s vision of being a polycentric,
multi-centre city with jobs and housing equally distributed across the metropolitan
area. However, the Sydney Plan removes the integrated land-use and transport
planning approach under the existing Region and District Plans. It focuses only on land
use and does not clearly apply to state agencies such as Transport for NSW.

The submission recommends:

—  Establishing a whole-of-government framework integrating land use, transport and
infrastructure.

—  Formally recognising Canterbury-Bankstown as a major metropolitan interchange,
with opportunities including new north-south connections to Kogarah and
Parramatta via Cumberland, east-west mass transit lines that directly connect
Bankstown to Bankstown Airport, Liverpool and the new Western Sydney Airport
and the Bankstown bus interchange.

— Appointing a Coordinator General to align regional infrastructure planning and
delivery with growth and bring together state agencies, local government and
industry in realising the vision for Sydney.

Fix Zoning Inconsistencies Between the R2 and R3 Neighbourhoods: Historic zoning
decisions during the 2010-2012 Standard Instrument rollout created inconsistencies
between the former Canterbury and Bankstown LGAs. The suburban neighbourhoods
in the former Canterbury LGA were zoned R3 Medium Density, while similar
neighbourhoods in the former Bankstown LGA were zoned R2 Low Density.

Under State approval pathways and complying development, this means that some
suburban areas in Canterbury-Bankstown may see the development of terrace housing
and two storey apartment buildings, whilst other parts of the City permit houses and
dual occupancies. Council attempted to correct this in 2019, however the Department
did not support the proposal.

The submission recommends:

- Working with the NSW Government to rezone selected areas from R3 to R2.

— Allowing townhouses and villas in the R2 zone, but not all forms of multi dwelling
housing (e.g. manor houses).

—  Ensuring this approach still supports Council’s 50,000 housing target.

It is noted that the Sydney Plan suggests there will be a standardised approach to the
permissibility and lot size controls for dual occupancies across Sydney.

Other Recommendations:

— Ensure Aboriginal outcomes are embedded in planning in a respectful, consistent
and effective way.

— Set 20-year housing targets and improve monitoring of housing delivery.

— Address feasibility, not just housing supply capacity, to ensure new homes can be
delivered.

— Provide strong State leadership to deliver affordable and secure housing.

— Provide State and regional infrastructure that support the freight network.
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3.1

Provide support to manage development in high-risk flood catchments and
improve urban waterways.

Ensure trees are planted and maintained through the critical establishment period.
Provide a consistent, state-wide approach to building electrification.

Embed a metropolitan framework for ‘Density Done Well".

Apply the Liveable Housing Design Guidelines to enable people to age-in-place.
Strengthen recognition and protection of non-Aboriginal heritage.

Prioritise open space infrastructure to support housing growth.

Strengthen the Blue-Green Grid connections with metropolitan level monitoring.
Reform the contributions system to fund infrastructure and support coordinated
delivery.

STATEWIDE POLICY FOR INDUSTRIAL LANDS

Background

The NSW Government is exhibiting a Statewide Policy for Industrial Lands (Attachment
4), which will apply to all councils in NSW.

The Draft Policy proposes a consistent approach to managing industrial lands by
categorising it into three types:

State significant industrial lands (e.g. Chullora Intermodal Terminal): These areas
contain or directly support nationally or State Significant infrastructure. They are
protected from incompatible uses to ensure certainty for industries critical to
supply chains.

Regionally Significant industrial lands (e.g. Bankstown Airport—Milperra Industrial
Precinct): These areas are large, support regional economies and provide important
employment opportunities. They accommodate a wide range of industries but
generally exclude major retail and commercial uses that belong in centres.

Locally Significant industrial lands (e.g. E3 zone along the Hume Highway and
Canterbury Road): These areas serve local catchments. They support diverse local
jobs and may be considered for rezoning to housing following an alternative use
assessment.

The Draft Policy sets out the processes for categorising industrial lands, intensifying
existing industrial lands, considering alternative uses in industrial lands, managing land
use conflict through design, and rezoning industrial lands.

The Draft Policy includes a map which shows the categorisation of all industrial lands in
Canterbury-Bankstown (Figure 3).
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Figure 3: Draft Sydney industrial lands categorisation map

3.2

3.3

Key Issues

Council supports the overall aim of securing, intensifying and actively managing
industrial lands. However, Council considers that the Draft Policy needs clearer, more
practical direction to ensure long-term, consistent outcomes. Council recommends
refining the Draft Policy to make the processes more aligned with local planning work
and responsive to environmental considerations.

Council Submission — Summary of Key Points

Align State Processes with Council’s Local Policies: The Draft Policy sets criteria for
categorising industrial land, assessing alternative uses and intensifying existing areas.
However, it does not require alignment with Council’s local policies, which reflect
community input and local economic needs. The submission recommends requiring
consistency with local policies and assessing proposals against key environmental
factors such as tree canopy, riparian corridors, sensitive habitats and flood prone land.
Proposals that conflict with these should not proceed.

Apply Development Control Plans to State Significant Development: The Draft Policy
relies on DCPs to manage design, buffers and access. However, DCPs do not apply to
State Significant Development (such as multi-storey warehouses), creating a major
policy gap. The submission recommends amending State Environmental Planning
Policies to apply DCPs to SSD, ensuring consistent design and interface controls across
all industrial development.
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4.1

4.2

Other Recommendations:

— Categorise the Potts Hill Business Park as Regionally Significant industrial lands to
align with the lands at Chullora, adjacent to it.

—  Confirm which level of government manages the planning proposal process for
State and Regionally Significant industrial lands.

— Confirm whether the two-yearly review of industrial land categorisation is
mandatory or optional, and fund councils if it is required.

— Ensure there are consistent planning controls for sensitive uses adjoining industrial
lands.

— Amend the definition of ‘alternative employment land uses’ to allow offices in
Regionally Significant industrial lands, where appropriate.

DEVELOPMENT COORDINATION AUTHORITY
Background

The NSW Government is exhibiting amendments to the Environmental Planning and
Assessment Regulation 2021 to support the commencement of the Development
Coordination Authority (the DCA) from July 2026 (Attachment 5).

The DCA will act on behalf of all state agencies and provide a single, coordinated
response to referrals for State Significant Development, State Significant Infrastructure,
development applications, modification applications, and planning proposals.

The DCA will not coordinate advice from authorities outside the NSW Government. This
means Council will need to consult directly with Commonwealth departments,
Bankstown Airport, and private utility providers such as electricity suppliers.

Council Submission — Summary of Key Points

The proposed reform has the potential to improve coordination and reduce delays.
However, to ensure the new system operates effectively, defined timeframes and
well-managed transition arrangements are important. To achieve this, Council’s
submission recommends the following actions:

— In relation to planning proposals, update the LEP Making Guideline to reflect the
DCA’s role in the plan making process, set deadlines for DCA comments, and
standardise the Gateway determination conditions.

— Provide direct contact with DCA officers to seek clarification on DCA comments
during the assessment process.

— Use the Planning Portal for all DCA inputs.

— Clarify the transitional arrangements to see how existing planning proposals and
development applications will transition into the new system.

— Identify concurrence requirements, particularly where development applications
become the subject of an appeal.

NEXT STEPS

Council officers will forward the submission to the Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure before the closing date on 27 February 2026.
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Planning Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 6.3 Exhibition of Draft Basement Controls for Low-Rise Housing
AUTHOR Planning
SUMMARY

. This report seeks Council’s adoption of amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown
Development Control Plan 2023 (DCP) in relation to planning controls for basements in
low-rise housing, being dwelling houses, dual occupancies, townhouses and villas.

= Council’s existing planning rules for basements in low-rise housing currently differ
across Canterbury-Bankstown: some areas encourage basements in low-rise housing,
while others discourage them. This inconsistency creates confusion and uncertainty for
applicants, designers, planners and the community.

= Other key issues include conflicting rules on basements between the NSW Government
and Council, illegal conversion of basements into habitable floor space and basement
ramps reducing the amount of land available for landscaping and tree planting.
Together, these issues affect how homes are designed, how much usable open space
remains on a site, and the overall character of the suburban neighbourhoods.

. Following a review, Council exhibited draft amendments to the DCP to introduce
consistent planning controls for basements in low-rise housing.

. The amendments clarify where basements are permitted and introduce controls
relating to basement size, driveway width, vehicle access, excavation and the
management of impacts on landscaping, trees and on-street parking.

. The controls are intended to balance the benefits of basements, including parking and
storage, with the need to manage excavation impacts, neighbourhood amenity and
public safety.

. The public exhibition ran from 17 November to 19 December 2025 and received ten
submissions from industry practitioners and community members.

Ll Issues raised primarily related to basement size, safe vehicle access and excavation
risks.

= This report recommends adopting the amendments as exhibited, with minor
refinements to clarify parking arrangements, vehicle safety expectations and
geotechnical requirements.
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RECOMMENDATION That Council -

Adopt the amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control Plan

1.
2023 for basement development in low-rise housing, as provided in Attachment 1,
including minor amendments to clarify parking arrangements, vehicle safety and
geotechnical requirements.

2.  Apply the amendments to development applications lodged on or after the date the
amendments come into effect.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1.  Amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023

2. Summary of Submissions
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. This matter aligns with Council’s Connective City 2036 and Operational Plan, which
require Council to review and update its planning rules to support better design and
improved liveability outcomes in development.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. This matter has no direct financial implications for Council.

Ll The amendments provide clearer development standards, which are expected to
improve consistency in assessment outcomes, reduce assessment complexity and lower
the risk of disputes associated with basement design.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

PURPOSE

This report outlines the outcomes of the public exhibition of draft amendments to the
Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023 relating to basement
development in low-rise housing and seeks Council’s endorsement to adopt the
amendments.

BACKGROUND

What are the existing planning rules for basements in low-rise housing?

A basement is the lowest level of a building and is located either entirely or partly below
ground level. Basements can be used for car parking, storage, mechanical plant or
ducting, or as habitable space such as cinema rooms, gyms and the like.

The existing planning rules for low-rise housing are shown in the table below. Low-rise
housing includes dwelling houses, dual occupancies, semi-detached dwellings and multi

dwelling housing.

Development

NSW Government’s planning rules
(SEPPs)

Council’s planning rules
(LEP and DCP)

Dwelling houses

Codes SEPP

Permitted, subject to:

¢ basement counted as a storey,

e maximum area not exceeding
45m?2,

Former Bankstown LGA
Permitted, subject to not projecting
beyond the building footprint.

Former Canterbury LGA

Permitted only where site constraints
warrant and it can be demonstrated
that there will be no adverse impacts
on amenity, streetscape or public
domain.

Dual occupancies
and semi-

Codes SEPP
Permitted, subject to habitable

Former Bankstown LGA
Permitted, subject to not projecting

detached rooms in basement counted as a beyond the building footprint.
dwellings storey.
Former Canterbury LGA
Permitted, subject to demonstrating
site constraints.
Multi dwelling Housing SEPP Former Bankstown LGA
housing Permitted Permitted, subject to not projecting
(townhouses, beyond the building footprint.
villas)

Former Canterbury LGA

Permitted, subject to screening
balconies or windows that face
basement ramp.
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What are the key issues for basements in low-rise housing?

1.  Conflicting approaches to basements taken by the two former councils
Council’s planning rules currently differ across Canterbury-Bankstown: some areas
encourage basements in low-rise housing, while others discourage them. This
inconsistency creates confusion and uncertainty for applicants, designers, planners and
the wider community. This has also led to numerous Land and Environment Court cases
for development applications proposing basements.

2.  Conflicting approaches to basements taken by the NSW Government and Council
Council’s planning rules do not align with the NSW Government’s Complying
Development Code, which restricts basement size according to the lot size.

3. Conversion of basements into habitable floor space
When calculating the maximum floor space ratio (FSR), some basement areas are not
included. These excluded areas are:
o basement storage, and
o basement areas used for vehicle access or loading.

For example, under the 0.5:1 FSR limit for a dwelling house in the R2 zone, any part of
the basement used for storage, plant rooms or parking for up to two car spaces is not
counted as floor space. Habitable areas, such as home offices, gyms and recreation
rooms, must be included in the FSR calculation.

However, some development applications are attempting to get around the maximum
FSR by proposing very large basement ‘storage’ and ‘plant’ areas on development
application plans, and then later convert these areas to habitable floor space illegally.

4, Basement ramp vs landscape
The aim of the deep soil zone requirement is to provide space in front yards for planting
and larger trees, which helps improve residential amenity.

However, basement ramps may reduce deep soil zones, particularly on dual occupancy
sites where the minimum lot width is 15m. This limits the ability to plant trees and can
significantly reduce the urban tree canopy. Over time, this can erode the leafy,
suburban character of our neighbourhoods and contribute to increased urban heat.

What are the draft amendments to the planning rules?

. Council recognises that many residents value the flexibility to include basements in their
homes. Basements can provide practical benefits such as secure parking and storage, as
well as opportunities for ancillary spaces including home offices, gyms or recreation
rooms.

= The intent of the draft amendments is to provide a consistent planning framework that
allows basements on appropriate sites while managing excavation impacts, protecting

neighbourhood character and maintaining public safety and amenity.

. The draft amendments (Attachment 1) include:
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Aim

Draft amendment

Clarify where basements can
be built

e Allow low-rise housing to have basements, subject to lot size
and design controls. This will provide clear guidance for
development applications on where Council allows
basements in Canterbury-Bankstown.

Control the size of basements

e Allow basements on lots at least 7.5m wide at the front
building line (after any proposed subdivision) and where the
design meets the earthworks requirements in the LEP (clause
6.2).

e Limit the combined area of parking, storage, plant rooms and
any areas used for mechanical services or ducting. Any area
beyond the limit will be included in the calculation of gross
floor area.

e Basements must not extend beyond the perimeter of the
floor level immediately above.

e Pedestrian access to basements with no parking must only be
provided internally or from the side or rear of the dwelling.
Pedestrian access from the side or rear of the dwelling must
not result in stairs or access encroaching into the minimum
boundary setback areas.

Control the widths of
driveways to minimise impacts
on landscaped areas, street
trees and on-site parking

e The maximum driveway width is 3.5m or 40% of the lot width
at the front building line (after any proposed subdivision),
whichever is the lesser.

e Parking must be tandem parking.

e The driveway and adjoining retaining walls must integrate
into the overall design of the dwellings and landscaped area.
Large areas of blank, minimally or poorly articulated retaining
walls are not acceptable.

DISCUSSION

. Council exercised its delegations to publicly exhibit the draft amendments to the
Development Control Plan.

. The exhibition was undertaken from 17 November to 19 December 2025 in accordance
with Council’s Community Participation Plan. Exhibition material included the draft
amendments and a supporting Background Paper.

. Public notice of the exhibition was provided on Council’s website, with hard copies
available at the Bankstown and Campsie Customer Service Centres. Council also directly
notified approximately 250 builders, architects, designers and industry practitioners to
encourage informed feedback.

. Ten submissions were received and are summarised in Attachment 2. The key issues
raised, and Council’s response, are outlined below:
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Issue

Council comment and response

Issue 1: Basement size

Two submissions do not
support the proposed 50m?
basement limit and the
requirement for tandem
parking.

The submissions are
concerned that a basement of
this size cannot safely or
practically fit two cars, that
tandem parking is not always
workable, and that the
controls may be challenged in
the NSW Land and
Environment Court.

The submissions request
Council to adopt a more
flexible, performance-based
approach noting that safer and
more functional design options
may exist.

Comment: In reviewing the submissions, no change is proposed

to the 50m? basement size limit as:

e The proposed 50m? control is not a limit on basement size,
but rather, a limit on the extent of storage, parking and plant
area.

e The basement size limit is appropriate to fit the combined
area of parking, storage, plant rooms and any areas used for
mechanical services or ducting. If the basement is larger than
50m?, the extra area will be included in the FSR calculation.

e This approach provides greater certainty to applicants and
the community, supports good design, reduces unnecessary
excavation and helps protect local character.

In relation to tandem parking, this is an accepted arrangement
under the Australian Standard AS2890. However, Council’s
review identified an opportunity to allow dwelling houses to
provide side-by-side parking where the lot is wider than 15
metres, while still meeting the 50m? basement size limit. A
diagram will be added to illustrate this option.

Response: Amend the parking control to allow side-by-side
parking for dwelling houses on lots with a minimum width of 15
metres, while retaining the 50m? basement size limit. An
illustrative diagram will be added to the DCP to clarify this
option.

Issue 2: Safe vehicle access

A submission supports the
principle that vehicles should
enter and exit a site in a
forward direction, noting this
is the safest option under the
Australian Standard AS2890.

The submission requests
Council to encourage forward
entry and exit for single
dwellings wherever possible,
and to allow tandem parking,
which may require reversing
up a ramp, only on narrow lots
where no practical alternative
exists.

Comment: For dwelling houses and dual occupancies, Council
does not currently require vehicles to exit basements in a
forward direction, particularly as mechanical devices like
turntables are not supported in residential development.

In reviewing the submission and the Australian Standard
AS2890, Council notes that while the Australian Standard
promotes safe vehicle movement, it does not require
forward-facing exit for residential basements.

Council also reviewed NSW Government policies and other
councils’ practices, which vary and do not consistently mandate
forward exit.

Response: Add a note to the DCP clarifying that Council may not
support basements for the purpose of car parking where Council
determines that vehicles cannot safely enter or exit the
basement. This provides flexibility to assess safety outcomes on
a site-specific basis without imposing prescriptive requirements
that may be impractical on constrained residential lots.

Issue 3: Excavation

A submission requests Council
to allow basements near rivers
if a sub-ground inspection is

Comment: In reviewing the submission, the risks are recognised
in engineering practice and require appropriate assessment
before excavation is approved.

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026

Page 65




Issue Council comment and response

carried out first, noting Response: Introduce a requirement for a geotechnical report to
concerns that deep or be submitted with basement proposals to assess soil conditions,
prolonged excavation could groundwater impacts and potential effects on adjoining

affect neighbouring properties | properties, and to inform appropriate design and construction
and cause stability risks. measures. This provides a proportionate and industry-standard

approach to managing excavation risk.

NEXT STEPS

. It is recommended that Council adopt the amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown
Development Control Plan 2023, including the minor amendments outlined in this
report.

. The minor amendments are clarificatory in nature and do not alter the overall intent of
the exhibited controls. Re-exhibition is therefore not required.

. The amendments will apply to development applications lodged on or after the date
the amendments come into effect.
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Planning Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 6.4 Draft Housekeeping Amendments to the Canterbury-
Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023

AUTHOR Planning

SUMMARY

. The Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023 is a planning document
that provides guidance on the design and amenity of development across Canterbury-
Bankstown. Council carries out routine reviews to ensure the planning rules are up-to-
date and easy to understand.

. The latest review proposes draft amendments to resolve issues that have emerged since
the new development controls for the Bankstown City Centre commenced in 2024, as
well as to make some minor administrative updates.

. This report recommends exhibiting the draft amendments in accordance with Council’s
Community Participation Plan. A further report will be provided to Council following the
exhibition period.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1. Council exhibits the draft amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown Development
Control Plan 2023, as provided in Attachment 1.

2. Council receives a further report following the exhibition summarising submissions and
recommending any final changes.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment

1. Draft Amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. This matter aligns with Council’s Connective City 2036 and Operational Plan, which
require Council to review and update its planning rules to support better design and
liveability outcomes in development. The draft amendments will be exhibited in
accordance with Council’s Community Participation Plan, which specifies a minimum
28-day period.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. This matter has no financial implications for Council.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is to exhibit draft amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown
Development Control Plan 2023 (the DCP).

Background

. The DCP is a planning document that supports the Canterbury-Bankstown Local
Environmental Plan 2023 (the LEP) by setting out objectives and development controls
to improve the function, appearance, and amenity of development. The DCP came into
effect in June 2023 and applies to development applications, modification applications
and determination reviews.

. Council undertakes routine reviews to ensure the planning rules are up-to-date, easy to
understand, and consistent with NSW Government policy and best practice. The last
round of housekeeping amendments occurred in July 2025.

Discussion

. The draft amendments to the DCP primarily aim to resolve issues that have emerged
since the new development controls for the Bankstown City Centre commenced in
2024.

. A key issue relates to the minimum lot sizes for tall buildings in the Bankstown City
Centre.

Issue: In September 2021, as part of the Bankstown City Centre Master Plan, Council
resolved to introduce a minimum lot size control for tall buildings exceeding 50 metres
in height. The control specifies a minimum 1,500 square metre lot area and a minimum
30 metre lot width. The control aims to support high quality building design and active
street frontages.

Council subsequently submitted a planning proposal to the Department of Planning,
Housing and Infrastructure (the Department) to include the control in the LEP. However,
the Department did not include the control when it finalised the new controls in
November 2024 through its Accelerated Precinct program. To address this issue, it is
proposed to include the control in the DCP.

Action: Include the minimum lot size control in the DCP (Section 4.1, page 80).

. The draft amendments to the DCP also address other administrative updates as outlined
in Attachment 1.

Next Step

. The next step is to exhibit the draft amendments for public comment, with a further
report to Council following the exhibition period.
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Planning Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 6.5 Draft TOD Development Control Plan Post Exhibition
Report
AUTHOR Planning
SUMMARY

This report seeks Council’s adoption of the draft amendments to the Canterbury-
Bankstown Development Control Plan 2023 (DCP) for the Belmore, Lakemba, Wiley Park
and Punchbowl centres, and updates to controls that apply in Canterbury.

In October 2024 and June 2025, Council resolved to prepare draft DCP amendments to
support its alternative approach to the Department of Planning, Housing and
Infrastructure’s (DPHI) Transport Oriented Development (TOD) Program for these
centres.

The NSW Government has gazetted amendments to the Canterbury Bankstown Local
Environmental Plan (CBLEP) for the Belmore and Lakemba in February 2026. It is
understood Punchbowl and Wiley Park controls will be gazetted imminently.

The draft DCP amendments provide clear place-based objectives and development
controls that will support the future LEP controls to enhance the function, design and
amenity of the centres. They aim to achieve design excellence, reinforce
local character and promote landscaping to improve aesthetics and reduce urban
heat.

Council exhibited the draft amendments from 3 November 2025 to 1 December 2025.
A total of 70 unique written submissions were received, comprising 65 community
submissions and 5 from state agencies. Of the 65 written community submissions: 34%
in support and or suggested changes, 9% in objection and 50% providing general
comments that did not relate to draft DCP controls. Minor changes were made in
response to feedback received.

In considering the submissions, itis recommended that Council adopt the draft DCP
amendments, including minor changes to improve clarity, remove conflicting
controls, and to streamline the draft planning controls.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.

Council adopt the amendments to the Canterbury-Bankstown Development Control
Plan 2023, as provided in Attachment 1.
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2. Amendments to Chapter 7.5 Canterbury Local Centre will apply to development
applications lodged on or after the adoption date, being within 21 days of this
resolution.

3. Amendments to Chapter 7.6 Belmore and Lakemba will apply to development
applications lodged on or after the adoption date, being within 21 days of this
resolution. These controls will replace existing town centre controls in these precincts.

4, Amendments to Chapter 7.7 Punchbowl and Wiley Park will apply to development
applications lodged on or after the gazettal of amendments to Council’s LEP controls
by the NSW Government. These controls will replace existing town centre controls in
these precincts.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1. Draft DCP Amendments
2. Response to submissions table
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. The draft DCP amendments support Council’s commitments in the CBCity 2036
Community Strategic Plan, particularly regarding the ‘City Transformations’ of creating
a more liveable, distinctive and integrated local centres and villages.

. They align with CBCity’s Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS), Connective City
2036, reinforcing Council’s place-based approach to planning, housing and economic
development. The amendments contribute to key Priority Evolutions, including:

e E1.6: Advancing a design-led planning process

e E2.5: Deliver attractive urban streets that balance pedestrian needs

e E2.10: Enhancing walking and cycling connectivity

e E6.3: Improving design quality city-wide

e E6.10 Provide housing that suits the population

e E8.3 Ensure high quality design underpins Council policies and controls.

. The 2025-26 Operational Plan, (ref. 17, page 51), identifies the need to plan and
advocate for a beautiful urban setting that provides housing, social,
recreation, employment and movement opportunities with consideration of the
natural environment and cultural fabric of CBCity. The draft Belmore and Lakemba and
Punchbowl! and Wiley Park DCP chapters delivers on this Council service and supports
Council’s alternative approach to the TOD for these centres.

. The DCP amendments implement specific provisions and priorities from Council’s plan,
ensuring these are embedded into the DCP to guide future development.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. This matter has no financial implications for Council.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. This report presents the outcomes of the public exhibition of the draft DCP
amendments for Belmore, Lakemba, Wiley Park and Punchbowl, and
minor additional amendments for the  Canterbury local centre. It recommends
Council’s adoption of these controls, provided atAttachment 1to guide future
development in line with Council’s Alternate Plans for these centres.

Background

. In December 2023, DPHI announced the TOD and Low to Mid Rise
Housing (LMR) planning reforms which included a series of changes to planning
controls to support housing growth and affordable housing delivery through a State-led
processto areas within 800 metres of identified train stations and town
centres. This included Belmore, Lakemba, Punchbowl|, and Wiley Park.

. In  April 2024, following negotiations and consultation, DPHI agreed to
defer the implementation  of these  controls, conditional on  Council
preparing alternative place-based plans. Alternative schemes were prepared for these
centres, developed through comprehensive urban design and technical analysis.

. Council resolved to delegate the consideration and determination of Council’s
submission and alternative scheme for Belmore and Lakemba to the CEO in November
2024. Council submitted this alternative scheme and the supporting studies to DPHI in

December 2024.

- In June 2025, Council endorsed the alternative approach for Punchbowl and Wiley
Park. Council submitted this alternative approach and the supporting studies to DPHI in
June 2025.

- Council also resolved to prepare andexhibita DCP to guide future
development for the centres.

. Controls for Belmore and Lakemba were gazetted into the CBLEP in February 2026. The
LEP amendments for Punchbowl and Wiley Park are vyet to be
gazetted. The proposed LEP controls include increased maximum building heights and
floor space ratios, requirements for community infrastructure on key
sites, revised minimum lot size and frontage, an underground floor space bonus,
rooftop garden provisions and a requirement for affordable housing.

. The DCP amendments will come into effect for Canterbury, Belmore and Lakemba
following adoption by Council. The DCP amendments for Punchbowl! and Wiley Park will
come into effect upon gazettal of LEP amendments for these centres.

. Due to the NSW Government’s Housing Delivery Authority and fast-tracked State-led
Development Application (DA) and rezoning processes, the DCP may have limited
applicability to major residential and or mixed-use developments that pursue this
pathway. Notwithstanding, it provides a tool and framework for which Council can
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provide feedback to such applications and a clear intent to the industry and developers
in these precincts as to guiding controls for development.

Discussion

Objectives and Overview

- The objectives of the draft DCP amendments are to:
e Deliver new chapters that support the future implementation of the alternative
schemes for these centres
e Undertake a visual-led approach to demystify planning and improve the
document’s accessibility and legibility
e Set controls that require high quality and well-designed development in the
centres.

. If adopted, the controls are to be applied together with the LEP, other parts of the DCP
and relevant State planning policies.

. The amendments also ensure development is supported by essential infrastructure,
including active and public transport options, open space and through-site links that
enhance connectivity, link key sitesand improve overall liveability in Belmore,
Lakemba, Punchbowl and Wiley Park.

. The figures below are extracts from the draft DCP amendments to showcase the visual-
led design that is now the standard approach for future DCP amendments.

2.2 Character Areas

The Belmore and Lakemba Precinct willbe
comprised of different areas of distinct character.
Through detailed analysis, seven character areas
have been identified. Applicants are to identify
which character area that the development site is
located in and be cognisant of the key attributes
of the existing context, where relevant, and the
desired future context for the character area.

High quality
open spaces

Fine grain retail and
shoptop housing

Objectives

0O1.  Toachieve the desired future character of
the Belmore and Lakemba Precincts and
guide development to deliver this desired
character.

Controls

C1. Development must consider and address the
outcomes expressed in the character area
statements and principles.

Development Applications must be
accompanied by a site and context analysis
plan that demonstrates an understanding of
the manner a site integrates and is consistent
with the desired future character area.

Pedestrian links and
enhanced shared

Commercial and lanes

industrial uses
Tree lined streets and
cycleways

Figure 1: Figure from the draft DCP showing the character areas within the Belmore and Lakemba Precinct.
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4.2 The building envelope

4.2.1 Building heights and storeys

num building heights in the Precinc
nthe CBLEP 2023, Tt
further guidance on the bulk, \ e
ring for careful " : —
hared lanes,
open space and pedestrian links.

i} — L
Objectives |- 1\

o =
—

1

I

1

To design a distinctive and legible skyline
to identify the Village Centres and Metro ]
stations

To ensure buildings are designed in ﬁg’
eration of wind impacts to the public ,k_ L
gn elegant slender towers that have ” C]} i
sideration for )
g e g e !
S s p S )
[ - L=
To provide for landmark towers on
prominen rs to improve the legibility e o, S
of the Preci 1 : Slender, 2 i d ; 3 M_lnln:nse
elegant towers sC esponds wind impacts ]
well separated to character and for pedestrians for amenity and
context in the public plantings

domain

Figure 33. Design guidance for the bulk, scale and design of tall buildings

Figure 2: Figure from the draft DCP using 3D visual imagery to explain building envelope controls than apply to new
development in the Punchbowl and Wiley Park Precinct.

Key elements of the DCP

Character areas: The draft DCP amendments recognise and build on the detailed
analysis in the Master Plans which established character areas. Punchbow! and Wiley
Park Precinct have 6 character areas whereas Belmore and Lakemba have7

character areas. All new developments areto align with the relevant character
statement principles.

Connecting to Country: The draft DCP amendments incorporate design guidance that
ensures significant developments and key sites will trigger the Design Excellence clause
within the LEP and that Connecting with Country principles must be considered
and adopted. The changes align with the NSW ‘Connecting with Country Framework’ to

ensure that new development acknowledges and celebrates the indigenous heritage of
these centres.

Environmental sustainability: In alignment with Council’s LSPS, provisions for built
form and canopy coverage are to ensure development aligns with Council’s target to
increase canopy coverage, reduce urban heat, reduce reliance on fossil fuels and
improve water efficiency. This includes requiring all-electric residential and non-
residential development, as per previous DCP amendments to Bankstown City Centre.

Solar access: Controls for minimum solar access to existing and new public open spaces
within the centres.
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- Movement and activation: Controls for key public streets and public spaces that
require specific design responses such as finer grained shops or new through-site links
that integrate with a precinct-wide pedestrian and cyclist movement network are
proposed.

. Materials and finishes: Materials and finishes are to be robust and long lasting, using
masonry as used in many of thecentre’s heritage items andolder strata
buildings. Masonry has low maintenance life cycle costs and improves sustainability
outcomes.

. Car parking: To manage congestion and encourage active and public transport use,
aninner core and outer core parking rate for residential and commercial usesis
proposed. In the core, parking rates will be lower than for the outer parts of the centres.
Development will be permitted with a minimum and maximum amount of car
parking to manage congestion and traffic generation within the core of the centres,
while outside of the core will have a slightly higher minimum and maximum rate.

. Key sites: These are areas that play a pivotal role in the realisation of both
precincts. These sections include key design principles to better support applicants and

Council when assessing potential applications.

Community consultation

. Council engaged the community in a 30-day exhibition of the draft DCP amendments
from the 3 November to 1 December 2025, in line with the Community Participation
Plan.

] Engagement was conducted through notification letters, social media, flyers, posters
and a Have Your Say page on the CBCity website. Hard copies of the proposed DCP
amendments were made available at Council’s customer service centres in Bankstown
and Campsie.

. During the exhibition period:

¢ Council sent out a total of 33,280 letters to property owners and occupiers and 11
letters to State and infrastructure agencies.

e Thirty-eight phone callsand five emails were received via Council’s dedicated
master planning hotline, staffed by planning officers, and customer service

e A Have Your Say email was to 1,281 recipients who follow the Belmore, Lakemba,
Punchbowl, Wiley Park and Planning Design and Renewal subscribers

¢ A paid advertising campaign on social media for the exhibition reached 8,018 users,
resulting in 720 link clicks

e The dedicated Have Your Say page received 1,758 visitors

. During the exhibition period, 70 unique written submissions were received,
comprising 65 community submissions and five by state agencies. Of the
community submissions:

e 34% provided support for the draft amendments to the DCP
e 9% opposed the draft DCP
e 50% of submissions provided support for the draft amendments to the DCP
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. The 5 state agencies submissions covered:

¢ Homes NSW: recommended changes to building controls for Key Site 4 in the
Belmore and Lakemba DCP chapter

e Sydney Water: recommended changes to flood risk managements plans and
comments drinking water capacity

e Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW):
recommended changes to proposed flood controls and biodiversity controls

e Sydney Local Health District: comments on development around Canterbury
Hospital

e Transport for NSW: comments on parking rates and transport within the centres

Of these submissions, the following provided comment on a specific chapter of the draft DCP
amendments:

e 33% of submissions provided comments on Chapter 7.6 — Belmore

e 21% of submissions provided comments on Chapter 7.6 — Lakemba

e 19% of submissions provided comments on Chapter 7.7 — Punchbowl

e 13% of submissions provided comments on Chapter 7.7 - Wiley Park

e 3% of submissions provided comments on Chapter 7.5 — Canterbury.

Key matters raised in submissions

- Growth: These comments were typically out of scope of the draft DCP amendments as
the DCP’s role is to provide design guidance based on the alternative plans for each
precinct.

. Traffic and parking: Concerns about increased traffic congestion and further pressures
on already limited parking. Council has planned improvements to walking and cycling
infrastructure through new through-site links and future public domain
upgrades. Providing open spaces and through-site links would not have been possible
through the NSW Government's standard controls for these precincts. The draft DCP
amendments also ensures a minimum rate of parking is provided within new
developments.

. Transport Oriented Development (TOD) Program and or Low to Mid Rise Housing
(LMRH): Mixed views on NSW government planning policies and their application. Some
submissions supported Council’s alternative plan instead of TOD. Other submissions
requested the changes should not occur and instead implement
TOD. Some misunderstood the controls and believed Council was only applying the TOD
controls, and that more density was needed.

. Public and active transport: Support for higher densities concentrated around the
metro stations, the need for improved bus routes and advocacy for cycling
infrastructure. Many of these comments were considered out of scope for the draft DCP
amendments and form part of Council's alternative plan and ongoing advocacy. The
draft DCP amendments seeks to improve walkability providing high level controls on
public domain design and introduction of through-site connections to improve the
walking network.

An analysis of all submissions including actions and responses is detailed in Attachment 2.
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Response to submissions

. Minor amendments have been made to the draft DCP chapters based on
feedback received. These changes are identified within Attachment 2 in italics and red
for ease of visibility.

. There are no new significant controls or changes that alter the underlying intent of the
DCP chapters or materially impact the development potential of land in the
centres. Figures and images will be amended for clarity and ease of understanding prior
to publishing the DCP amendments on the website. Renotification of the draft DCP
amendments is not considered to be required.

Recommended Approach

. It is recommended that Council endorse the amendments in Attachment 1 provide a
clear and cohesive framework to guide the design and assessment of
future development in the Belmore and Lakemba local centres and Punchbowl and
Wiley Park village centres, consistent with Council’s adopted Master Plans. They
support high-quality built form outcomes and enable the delivery of public benefits and
community infrastructure.

- Once adopted, the amendments to Chapter 7.5 Canterbury Local Centre will apply to
development applications lodged on or after the adoption date.

. The amendments to Chapter 7.6 Belmore and Lakemba and Chapter 7.7. Punchbowl
and Wiley Park will apply following the gazettal of Council’s LEP controls by DPHI. These
chapters will apply to development applications lodged on or after the gazettal.
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7

POLICY MATTERS

The following item is submitted for consideration -

7.1 2026 Australian Local Government Association National General Assembly

83

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
Page 81







Policy Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 7.1 2026 Australian Local Government Association National
General Assembly

AUTHOR Corporate

SUMMARY

= The Australian Local Government Association (ALGA) is hosting the National General
Assembly of Local Government (NGA) in Canberra from 23 — 25 June 2026.

. ALGA’s annual NGA is Australia’s most influential local government conference and
provides a platform to address national issues and advocate to the Federal Government

on critical topics facing the Local Government sector.

. The draft motions in this report have been prepared for Council’s consideration for
endorsement and submission to the 2026 ALGA NGA.

RECOMMENDATION

That Council endorse the draft motions, as detailed in the report, for submission to ALGA.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment

1. 2026 ALGA NGA Discussion Paper
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. Advocacy to other tiers of government for better outcomes for our community are a
priority and commitment in Council’s Delivery Program and Operational Plan.

= Motions submitted to the ALGA NGA are aligned with the Leading and Engaged
destination of the Community Strategic Plan.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The submission of motions to the annual ALGA NGA provides an important opportunity
for Council to continue its advocacy on issues impacting local government and our
community.

. Motions presented for consideration and endorsement by Council have been formed
with the benefit of the City’s community as a leading priority. However, there is
generally no immediate impact on the community from the adoption of these
recommendations.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. To seek Council’s endorsement of the draft Motions detailed in this report for
submission to the 2026 ALGA NGA by Friday 27 February 2026.

Background

. ALGA’s annual NGA is Australia’s most influential local government conference and
provides a platform to address national policy issues and advocate directly to the
Federal Government on critical topics facing the Local Government sector.

. Following the Conference to be held in Canberra from 23 - 25 June 2026, ALGA will
review resolutions and identify priority advocacy areas to guide ALGA actions over the
next 12 months.

Discussion

. The 2026 NGA theme of “Stronger Together: Resilient. Productive. United.” encourages
debate on how councils across Australia can become more resilient, contribute to the
nation’s productivity agenda, and present a united voice to the Federal Government on
key issues in the national sphere.

. Motions should seek the NGA’s support for a particular action or policy change at the
federal level which will assist local governments to meet local community needs.

. To be eligible for inclusion in the NGA Business Papers, and subsequent debate on the
floor of the NGA, motions must meet the following criteria:

1.  The motion should not have been debated at an NGA in the preceding two years.

2. The motion is relevant to the work of local government across the nation, and not
focused on a specific location or region, unless the project has national
implications.

3.  Align the motion with the policy objectives of Council’s state and territory local
government association.

4, Propose a clear action and outcome on a single issue, calling on the Australian
Government to take action. Motions covering more than one issue will not be
accepted.

5. Ensure the motion does not seek to advantage one or a few councils at the
expense of others.

6.  Avoid being prescriptive in directing how the matter should be pursued.

. ALGA require Motions to be submitted online by Friday 27 February 2026.
. Council’s draft motions to the conference have been prepared having regard to relevant

motions proposed by Councillors and adopted by Council, as well as relevant matters
pertinent to the ALGA themes.
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Voting

. Council’s Instrument of Delegation provides the Mayor with delegated authority to
appoint and vary Council’s voting delegate for the ALGA Conference.

Recommended Approach

. The following motions are proposed for Council’s endorsement and submission to the
2026 ALGA NGA.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Environment

Motion Subject:
Expediting the formation of a National Product Stewardship Scheme for the disposal and
recycling of solar panels.

Motion — Max 100 words:

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to support the
Productivity Commission recommendation to urgently establish a national product
stewardship scheme for small-scale solar PV systems under Commonwealth legislation.

National Objective — Max 100 words:

That there is an acceleration in the progression of a mandated National Product Stewardship
Scheme for all new solar panels produced and manufactured after 2030, which includes
complete life cycle management.

That the Australian Government urgently legislate and regulate the scheme to prevent further
PV waste from ending up in landfill.
That any solar panels decommissioned after 2030 be subject to stringent and consistent
exportation restrictions to ensure that systems aren’t sent internationally for disposal in place
of compliance with new regulation.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:

Solar photovoltaic (PV) waste is the “fastest growing e-waste stream in Australia”. As a result,
the volume of decommissioned modules will continue to increase exponentially. The
challenges associated with managing end-of-life disposal of solar modules is an imminent
concern and one that will need to be addressed at a federal level. As the country with the
greatest penetration of solar, Australia will also be burdened with the production of the
greatest amount of PV waste. 1 in 3 homes now have rooftop solar and these systems will all
require end-of-life management. A National Product Stewardship Scheme would ensure an
accessible, affordable and environmentally sound method of disposal for the growing number
of decommissioned solar panels.

Background

Australia has become the world leader in per capita electricity generation, with over 4 million
solar panel installations. This is a huge achievement; however, it has resulted in the creation
of substantial solar photovoltaic (PV) waste. Solar panels have an average lifecycle of 20-30
years; however, many are being replaced before their standard life cycle for newer systems.
Solar panels are constructed to withstand long-term exposure to the elements, including
extreme weather events. Their composition, while fit for purpose, has resulted in a product
that is challenging to recycle or reuse. While there are companies currently operating
throughout Australia that provide these services, the market is small and decommissioned
panels are accumulating due to the “lack of affordable and accessible disposal options”. The
export of solar panel systems for disposal is also not a reliable method, especially considering
the recent amendment to the Basel Convention regarding the movement of all e-waste from
2025. Australia needs an industry capable of responding to this issue domestically. The Basel
Convention also encourages the “sound and efficient management” of waste within the State
they were generated.
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PV waste that ends up in landfill results in the leaching of hazardous pollutants into the
environment as well as the loss of valuable and reusable materials such as silver, copper, glass
and aluminium. Currently less than 5% of decommissioned solar panels are being recycled.
While the uptake of solar energy was initially predominantly residential and small-scale,
projections have shown that utility and industrial scale deployment of solar is on the rise. This
is not an issue that the Australian Government is unaware of, as PV systems were added as a
priority material for product stewardship in 2016. Efforts have since been made to regulate
the product stewardship of PV systems. Item 3.05 of the National Waste Policy Action Plan -
Annexure (2022) detailed that a “preferred stewardship scheme” for PV systems be identified
by 2023 and in place by 2025. Those efforts appear to have stalled in recent times and there
has been little to no update of late.

While the Federal Government announcement on 16 January 2026 of funding for a solar panel
recycling pilot program is welcome, it will only provide for the establishment of up to 100
collection sites over a three year period. The program will not resolve Australia’s current
inability to recycle PV waste at scale. Panels will continue to be hoarded at these facilities
until such time as they are able to be fully processed by recycling facilities. To truly address
the incoming crisis, the Federal Government must support the development of infrastructure
for the actual full recycling of PV waste including the recovery of precious metals.

The development of more recyclable solar panel systems has already commenced and will
surely continue to intensify as technology improves. While there is hope that the issue of PV
waste generation will be significantly reduced in the future, that does not change the fact that
current and older solar panel systems are reaching the end of their life cycle and require
environmentally sustainable management and disposal. There is little time to delay when
landfill space is at a premium; Sydney alone is expected to run out by 2030. Australia is
attempting to transition away from heavy reliance upon fossil fuels and the generation of
energy through non-renewable sources. Solar is one of the cleanest and “cheapest forms of
new electricity generation” and the Australian Government has encouraged, incentivised and
subsidised the deployment of solar energy generation without real consideration of the full
life cycle of solar panel systems. However, by not considering the end-of-life management of
solar panels, Australia “risks posing a major future waste management issue while detracting
from the other benefits of renewable energy”.

There is a necessity for the Australian Government to find ways to urgently reduce the volume
of PV waste going into landfill. The development of a national mandatory product stewardship
scheme would benefit the economy, the environment and would contribute positively
towards Australia’s net zero targets. By legislating Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR),
the government can incentivise industry-led improvements to design and longevity as well as
foster new domestic markets to deal with the waste stream and the advancement of new
technologies to process and recycle this waste. While this will inevitably result in a more
expensive product, the positive outcomes to the economy and environment outweigh the
additional cost to consumers. The Productivity Commission’s final report into Australia’s
circular economy highlights that the Australian Government should be “strengthening
obligations for businesses that supply products with high-risk or high-value waste streams,
such as small electronics or small-scale solar photovoltaic systems, through product
stewardship”. The Productivity Commission considered product stewardship for solar PV
systems (Recommendation 5.2) as a priority opportunity and recommended urgent
establishment of such a scheme. An Australian Government analysis also estimated a “net
economic benefit, in present value terms, of $7.3 billion” if a national product stewardship
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https://erefdn.org/extended-producer-responsibility-what-we-know-and-what-we-dont/
https://assets.pc.gov.au/2025-10/circular-economy.pdf?VersionId=kzNYni.c_7M8UjMSOx3bhMmrRnJ.fWXa

scheme was implemented. Australia must close material loops to better encourage, promote
and foster a circular economy.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Environment

Motion Subject:

Development of more comprehensive resources to standardise the disposal of Food Organics
and Garden Organics (FOGO) in Australia and improve the quality and consistency of the
products generated by the process.

Motion — Max 100 words:

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish national
standards to ensure that local governments have sufficient resources and funding to
implement and administer FOGO recycling.

National Objective — Max 100 words:

That the Australian Government provide more comprehensive national guidelines to state
and local governments with recommendations about the establishment of different FOGO
recycling process options and the applications of their respective end products.

That the Australian Standard AS 4454-2012 be strengthened to more effectively safeguard
the quality of the various end products manufactured by FOGO recycling processes. The
products should be more stringently assessed to guarantee quality and the assurance that the
product can be more widely applied.

That the implementation of FOGO recycling and all associated OPEX and CAPEX costs be
financed by the Australian Government.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:

There is a general lack of understanding about the various technologies and decontamination
processes for FOGO waste, what products will be eventually generated by these processes,
and the value provided by those end products and their applications. FOGO recycling is a free
market in Australia and end products may comply with Australian Standard AS 4454-2012,
however, that doesn’t guarantee consistency and quality. More stringent standards, more
expansive resources and additional funding for state and local governments will ensure that
the roll-out of FOGO across Australia will be done in a best practice manner and with
improved outcomes that contribute towards the circular economy.

Background

The Australian Government has made it clear in their National Food Waste Strategy 2017 and
National Waste Policy Action Plan 2024 that food waste is a priority. Around 7.6 million
tonnes of food is wasted in Australia each year, according to the National Food Waste Strategy
Feasibility Study 2021. This costs the country more than $36.6 billion every year and causes
around 3% of Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.

Responsibility for dealing with Food Organics and Garden Organics (FOGO) waste has
generally been left to local government. However, there is a lack of consistency in the way
different states approach the disposal and recycling of this waste. Policies differ by state and
what advice or guidance offered by the Australian Government to date has been insufficient.
The Food Organics and Garden Organics Implementation and Processing Guide does provide
information about the FOGO options available on the market, but does not account for larger
cities who likely lack the space and infrastructure to deploy FOGO using those methods. There
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are a number of methods currently employed by companies to undertake the
decontamination and processing of FOGO material to produce an end product that meets the
Australian Standard AS 4454-2012. However, though they may comply with the current
standards, the product is still unsuitable for a broader spectrum of application, such as
agricultural. Certain players in the industry target different markets in the application of the
final product, such as civil application, mines or fill for landfills. However, it would greatly
assist Councils to have access to better knowledge about where their FOGO waste will be
going and how that final product can be utilized depending on the technology and
infrastructure chosen. This information would also assist in determining which method of
FOGO recycling is most suitable for the climate and available infrastructure.

Though the Food Organics and Garden Organics Implementation and Processing Guide may
assist in the transition to FOGO recycling, these guidelines also reinforce the understanding
that the onus on funding the infrastructure should be borne by local government, including
the major OPEX and CAPEX costs associated with implementation. While grants and funding
are available to councils for the establishment and deployment of FOGO recycling, they are a
paltry contribution to the total cost required to undertake the task. Significant funding by the
federal government will be required in order for local government to have sufficient support
for the endeavour. The exorbitantly high costs associated with the decontamination of FOGO
waste, as well as the plague of issues involved in the processing of FOGO waste make the
practice extremely difficult to undertake. Councils are often uncertain about the acceptable
percentage of contaminated waste, the best methods of processing for their climate and
community and their capacity to decontaminate and process the high volume of FOGO waste.
Not only that, but there should be a measure of certainty that the standard of the final
product is of a quality and consistency that ensures companies will be willing to receive them
for application. Improving national standards would provide clarity for local government on
how best to apply the technology and processes to create the greatest quality end product
and the most cost-efficient implementation of FOGO recycling.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Housing and Planning

Motion Subject:
Establishment of a national register of vacant social housing and surplus government land and
property.

Motion — Max 100 words:

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to establish a national
register of vacant social (public, community and Aboriginal) housing and surplus (state and
federal) government land and property for the purpose of policy solutions to the national
housing and homelessness crisis.

National Objective — Max 100 words:

That the Australian Government establish a national register of vacant social housing and
surplus government land and property to inform united policy responses and place-based
solutions to the growing problem of homelessness and the lack of affordable and social
housing.

That all tiers of government partner to develop policy responses to undesirable outcomes like
vacant housing, surplus government land and property, and ‘land banking,” amidst a national
housing and homelessness crisis. By identifying unoccupied social housing and surplus
government land and property, united policy responses and local place-based solutions to the
national housing and homelessness crisis can be developed.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:

Growing homelessness rates, the shortage of social and affordable housing, and the cost-of-
living crisis require urgent united action by all tiers of government. The local government
sector’s capacity to develop and implement place-based solutions to homelessness must be
informed by a united and fully-funded national approach to housing, homelessness and
planning priorities.

The Australian Government should call on all tiers of government to release details of all
vacant and underutilised social housing and surplus government land and property to assist
in creating place-based solutions to the national housing and homelessness crisis.

A national register of unoccupied and underutilised social housing and surplus government
land and property could assist in boosting Australia’s housing supply. It could help prioritise
the funding, planning and release of more social and affordable housing, and help expedite
place-based solutions to address the homelessness crisis.

Background

The number of people experiencing long-term homelessness has recently increased by over
25%, with 37,779 people reported experiencing persistent homelessness in 2023-24, and
housing affordability a critical factor for people seeking support with homelessness services.

Local government has a vital role to play in addressing Australia’s homelessness crisis in local
communities, but its capacity to develop and implement place-based solutions to
homelessness must be informed by a united and fully-funded national approach to housing,
homelessness and planning priorities. The former National Housing and Homelessness
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Agreement provided the major funding mechanism and agreement for improving housing
outcomes and access to affordable, safe and sustainable housing across the housing
spectrum, including to prevent and address homelessness, and to support social and
economic participation.

Social housing provides secure and affordable housing for people who are not able to access
housing in the private market. Although affordable housing can provide people with flexibility
or a pathway out of social housing, many existing social dwellings are underutilised. Between
2017 and 2021, the Australian Government reported the proportion of underutilised
dwellings was 17% for public housing.

The result of empty and underutilised dwellings is a highly inefficient allocation of housing
that contributes to poor housing affordability. The Australian Local Government Association
reported 27,408 dwellings in metropolitan Melbourne being unoccupied in 2023 and a further
70,453 were barely used. In New South Wales, about 43,183 houses were vacant or inactive
with about 22,000 of these based in Sydney.

The public housing occupancy rates across different states are also indicative of the vacant or
underutilised housing problem. In Victoria as of June 30, 2023, the public housing occupancy
rate was reported to be 93.7%. In comparison, Queensland’s public housing occupancy rate
was 98.2%, NSW’s was 97% and Western Australia’s was 96.8%.

Research shows that high levels of empty properties in general can have a serious impact on
the viability of communities, while coordinated national efforts to identify and manage empty
properties can have social, regenerative, financial, and strategic benefits.

There is merit in identifying all vacant government-owned property. The NSW Government is
conducting an audit of all surplus government land and property that could potentially be
used for addressing the social and affordable housing shortage.

The merits of a register in housing and homelessness policy responses is partly indicated by
the Housing All Australians initiative involving a Digital Affordable Housing Register, with local
government providing input to a digital system for recording all affordable housing
commitments, enabling governments to transparently monitor the compliance of all
stakeholders through the process.

‘Meanwhile use’ involves the use and repurposing of vacant or underused dwellings and sites
for temporary accommodation and other local uses, while longer-term plans for the property
are being finalised. The local government sector can encourage priority meanwhile uses of
sites and dwellings that are pending re-development with backing from state governments
that allow meanwhile uses as exempt development for short-term use of sites in waiting. The
NSW Government plans to make exempt and complying development pathways available to
organisations, providers and government agencies that manage social and affordable housing
to permit the use of certain homes as temporary accommodation.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Emergency Management and Climate Change

Motion Subject:
Free access to real-time flood monitoring data

Motion — Max 100 words:

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to reinstate the Bureau
of Meteorology’s provision of free, real-time flood monitoring data to local councils and
emergency services to ensure community safety and effective emergency management in
response to climate change, inclement weather and natural disasters.

National Objective — Max 100 words:

That local councils and emergency services must continue to receive free access to real-time
flood monitoring data to ensure community safety and adequate preparedness for
emergencies and inclement weather events caused by climate change.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:

The recent Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) decision to remove free access to real-time flood
monitoring data will impact local government’s preparedness for responding to the increasing
frequency, duration and severity of natural disasters due to climate change. Cost-shifting onto
an already budget-strained local government sector is unacceptable and may present a risk
to public safety.

Councils and emergency services must continue to have free access to real-time flood
monitoring data and accurate and reliable weather information to ensure community safety
and adequate preparedness for climate change driven events and emergencies. Removing
free access to real-time flood warning data goes against shared government goals for
emergency management and climate preparedness, and it limits councils’ role in leading
community-specific flood risk management and emergency preparedness plans.

Background

The impact of climate change, with more frequent or inclement weather events and natural
disasters, presents immense challenges for already budget-strained councils in their efforts to
ensure community safety and emergency management, to repair persistently damaged local
infrastructure assets, and to adopt measures for climate-preparedness.

The provision of free, timely, accurate and reliable weather information clearly helps local
communities to proactively prepare for extreme weather events and helps reduce anxiety.
Research also highlights a role for the application of open-source and freely available data for
disaster risk reduction given that floods are a leading natural disaster and a significant threat
to communities and infrastructure in Australia. The effectiveness of using open-source data
approaches (like freely available spatial data from satellite imagery and GIS data, and use of
mobile apps) is enhanced by delivering local community level, real-time flood risk information
to strengthen disaster awareness and preparedness, particularly in flood-prone areas.

The BoM'’s recent decision to remove from mid-2026 free access to Enviromon - an emer-
gency alert system which collects, displays and analyses data from rainfall and river level
gauges for flood forecasting — is a cost shifting exercise with potentially fatal consequences
for local communities. Councils’ critical role in protecting their communities with disaster
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preparedness, response and recovery will be impacted, with councils being forced to pay to
access the BoM’s five-minute interval real-time weather data. It is an unacceptable risk if
removal of free access to the real-time data leads to loss of life, especially given local creeks
can rise in as little as 15 minutes during heavy rain.

The BoM’s Flood Warning Infrastructure Network Program (the Program) which includes
Enviromon was established to address the growing risks of flooding in Australia.
Notwithstanding planned improvements to the Program, and the shared responsibility
between all levels of government for flood preparation and monitoring, and developing and
issuing forecasts and warnings, the BoM has historical and statutory responsibility for the
issuing of warnings of weather conditions likely to cause flooding.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Financial Sustainability

Motion Subject:
Reforming Australian Government funding arrangements for a well-funded, financially
secure, and robust local government sector.

Motion — Max 100 words:
This National General Assembly calls on the Australian, Government to urgently provide:

a)

b)

d)

financial solutions to bridge funding gaps caused by the rate capping of Council rates
in NSW and Victoria, the only states subject to rates capping;

alternative untied financial support mechanisms to alleviate budgetary shortfalls
because of declining Australian, State and Territory Government funding to local
governments;

new subsidy options where the Australian Government meets the cost of council
pensioner rebate contributions so councils can use this subsidy to better support
Australia’s ageing population;

broader financial strategies that support local communities amidst the rising cost-of-
living crisis.

National Objective — Max 100 words:

To improve Australian Government funding arrangements for the local government sector
and provide Councils with the financial stability and security needed to meet increasing
financial and community demands.

That it is now well past overdue and a matter of utmost importance that the Australian
Government makes good on commitments to properly fund the tier of government closest to
the community and at the coalface of the cost-of-living crisis.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:
Existing funding arrangements for Local Government do not remedy the ongoing financial
constraints faced by councils. Specific solutions must be advanced including:

1.

Rate Peg Compensation Grant: where State and Federal Governments cover gaps
between calculated rate pegs and CPl/inflation, providing direct relief to councils
subject to rate pegging.

Untied Local Government Sustainability Fund: a permanent, indexed block grant
program to support service delivery and address cost shifting.

Reform of Co-Contribution Rules: easing co-contribution requirements on grant
programs so financially constrained councils can access Federal funding fairly.

Council rebate subsidies: where costs to local governments of pensioner are met by
the Australian Government.

Dedicated Cost-of-Living Relief Partnership: a tripartite Local-State—Federal
Government program that supports councils who freeze or cap base rate increases by
offsetting lost revenue through State and Federal Government contributions to
directly alleviate pressure on households.
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Background

In October 2024, IPART NSW published total rate pegs ranging from 3.7% to 7.6% across NSW
local governments. Councils are facing an unprecedented financial squeeze, with costs of
service delivery increasing well above the rate peg, while communities themselves are
struggling under the pressures of inflation, rising interest rates, and higher living costs.

The combination of resultant higher council rates with rising living costs, inflation and high
interest rates places considerable pressure on many households, making it harder for families
to make ends meet.

Local Governments across Australia are not immune to these same cost pressures, with the
overall increasing costs to service communities compounded by the relative decline in funding
and cost shifting by Australian, State and Territory Governments.

The 2024 Australian Parliamentary Inquiry into Local Government Sustainability and the
2024/25 NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into the ability of Local Governments to fund
infrastructure and services both clearly demonstrated the need for greater funding to
adequately meet the growing requirements of communities. Recurring challenges raised in
submissions included:

e the financial impact of expanding service delivery obligations and cost shifting;

e limitations on revenue raising under the current rate-pegging system;
e inequitable access to funding and grants; and

e co-contribution requirements that prevent financially constrained councils from
participating in grant programs.

A well-funded, financially secure, and robust local government sector will provide councils
with the autonomy to address cost-of-living pressures based on local needs—whether by
freezing rates, expanding affordable service delivery, investing in local infrastructure renewal
or planning and delivering affordable housing supply.
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ALGA Priority Area 2026:
Jobs and Skills

Motion Subject:
A Fairer system for mayors and councillors across Australia.

Motion — Max 100 words:

This National General Assembly calls on the Australian Government to undertake a national
review of councillor workloads and remuneration models in consultation with Australian Local
Government Association (ALGA).

National Objective — Max 100 words:

That the Australian Government and ALGA jointly examine the inequities and inconsistencies
of councillor fees and allowances across jurisdictions and advocate for a fair, sustainable and
nationally aligned framework for elected officials in local government.

Summary of Key Arguments — Max 150 words:

Remuneration frameworks for councillors vary widely across the States and Territories, are
provided under individual state and territory statutes and determined by the respective
remuneration tribunal of each state and territory.

In Queensland the role of a councillor is treated and remunerated as a full-time role in larger
metropolitan councils, while other states and territories continue to regard the position of an
elected Councillor as voluntary or supplementary to other employment.

This inconsistency creates barriers to participation in public office, discouraging broader and
more diverse representation from within our communities. Yet every community across
Australia deserves dedicated, well-supported representation.

A national approach to determining councillor remuneration would reduce complexities and
inequities and provide clear and nationally consistent rules for establishing councillor fees,
conditions and allowances.

Background

The role of mayors and councillors in contemporary Australia has evolved into one of
substantial responsibility, comparable in many respects to that of a Board Director of a major
corporation or even a State Member of Parliament.

For example, Councillors in the City of Canterbury Bankstown represent nearly 400,000
residents, manage an annual budget of approximately $500 million, and oversee assets valued
at $6.2 billion. These figures exceed those of many Australian corporations, underscoring the
scale and importance of the responsibilities of councillors.

Yet the fees for councillors in the City of Canterbury Bankstown, considered a major
metropolitan council, is currently set between $21,120 to $36,970 per annum by the NSW
Local Government Remuneration Tribunal. The fee for a councillor in a small rural NSW
council is currently set between $10,530 to $13,930. As such, many councillors across NSW
must juggle their public role with other paid employment to remain financially afloat.
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Despite the complexity and significance of these public duties, the expectation to fulfil them
in a part-time capacity is increasingly unsustainable. This imbalance not only places undue
strain on elected representatives but also undermines ability of elected officials to advocate
effectively for the communities they serve.

The NSW Local Government Remuneration Tribunal Annual Determination 2023 found that
“issues which include a lack of diversity in representation, changing nature of work required
to be undertaken and changed community expectations cannot be easily resolved under the
existing framework...and there would be merit in a comprehensive review of the framework
for mayor and councillor remuneration” in NSW.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.1 Quarterly Review of the 2025/26 Operational Plan and
Budget to 31 December 2025

AUTHOR City Future

SUMMARY

. This report provides a progress update on CBCity 2029, Council’'s combined 2025/26
Operational Plan and 2025-29 Delivery Program, for the quarter 1 October to 31
December 2025. The Delivery Program and Operational Plan translate Council priorities
and services into measurable actions for a Council term and a financial year. This report
includes the quarterly review on progress towards the 2025/26 Operational Plan actions
as well as the biennial review on the progress towards the 2025-29 Delivery Program
priorities.

. Separately, the report considers the review of Council’s financial results and proposed
budget adjustments for the same period.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1. Council note the quarterly review of the 2025/26 Operational Plan, for the quarter 1
October to 31 December 2025 and the biannual review of the 2025-29 Delivery Program
for the period 1 July to 31 December 2025.

2. Council adopt the quarterly review of the 2025/26 Budget to 31 December 2025,
including proposed budget variations [Attachment 3 (Annexure | and N)] - as outlined in

this report.
3. Council allocate Ward Funds as outlined in the report.
4, In accordance with Council’s Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy, the attached

report [Attachment 4] be made available on Council’s website.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1. 2025-26 Operational Plan - Q2 Report
2025-29 Delivery Program - Progress Report

December Revision Reports

P wnwN

Councillor Expenses and Facilities Report H1 2025/26
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. The IPR framework allows councils to plan holistically in a structured suite of integrated
plans that set a vision, goals and strategic actions for the future. It sits at the centre of
all Council plans and improvement strategies, and all projects, activities and funding
allocations should be directly linked to with it.

. The framework comprises:

- The Community Strategic Plan - sits at the top of Council’s strategic planning
hierarchy and is the highest-level plan that a council will prepare, and it is prepared
on behalf of the community. Its purpose is to identify the community’s - not
Council’s - high level priorities and aspirations for the City.

- The Delivery Program - demonstrates how Council will contribute to making the
Community Strategic Plan a reality. It is the primary reference point for all activities
undertaken by Council during its term of office, determining what is achievable over
the next four years, what the priorities are, and how programs will be scheduled.

- The Operational Plan - expands on the Delivery Program by identifying the specific
services and projects that Council will provide during one financial year to
implement the Delivery Program. It sets rates, fees and charges and also provides
the detailed budget for the year, setting out the programs and projects that Council
will fund.

- The Resourcing Strategy - supports the Delivery Program and Operational Plans by
ensuring that the necessary financial, human, and physical resources are available
to implement the planned actions.

- The Engagement Strategy ensures that residents and stakeholders have a voice in
the planning, development, and delivery of services and policies that affect them.

= The IPR Guidelines also require regular progress reports to be provided to Council and
community on the delivery of Council’s combined Delivery Program and Operational
Plan. Reports are provided to Council each quarter, also outlining Council’s financial
position.
- The budget reports are prepared to meet all related legislative requirements as set
out in the Local Government Act 1993, associated Regulations, and Local
Government Code of Accounting Practice and Financial Reporting.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The attached reports present Council’s operating result and financial performance
against budget for the quarter ended 31 December 2025.

. Whilst Council’s current financial performance and its position — from a cash flow
perspective — is considered sound and stable, Council’s more longer-term position does
present a number of challenges, particularly its financial capacity to continue to address
its ongoing growth in operating costs and its asset management obligations.

. Council’s long-term financial position is a matter which Councillors will need to both
consider and determine how it chooses to respond to some of the challenges
throughout its term.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. To provide an update on the delivery of CBCity 2029, Council’s 2025/26 Operational
Plan and 2025-29 Delivery Program, for the quarter 1 October to 31 December 2025.
This quarterly review focuses on progress towards the 2025/26 Operational Plan actions
as well as six-month progress against the Delivery Program priorities.

Ll To provide a review of Council’s financial results and proposed budget adjustments for
the same period.

Background

. This report has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the Local
Government Act 1993 and Integrated Planning and Reporting (IPR) Framework which
stipulates that regular progress reports are required to be provided to Council and the
community. At the City of Canterbury Bankstown, they are provided on a quarterly
basis.

Discussion

PART A - Quarterly progress on the delivery of CBCity 2029 to 31 December 2025

= At the close of quarter two 2025/26, 8.2% of Operational Plan initiatives for 2025/26

were “Completed”, 72.5% were “In Progress — On Track” and the remaining 19.3% were
either “In Progress — Behind Schedule” or “Not Yet Commenced”.

Operational Plan Initiative Progress
at 31 December 2025

In Progress - Behind

Schedule
14.0%
In Progress - On Track
72.5%
Completed
8.2%

Not Yet Commenced
5.3%
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At the close of quarter two 2025/26, 31% of Council’s Capital Works Program had been
completed, with a further 11% of projects in construction. Currently 38% of projects are
in the procurement phase and are set to progress to delivery in the coming months.

Capital Works Program Progress
at 31 December 2025

Complete

31%

Construction
11%

In Planning
1%

Design

Procurement 19%

38%

Notable capital works achievements this quarter included:

- Completion of a new destination play space at Ewen Park in Hurlstone Park, along
with three additional playground upgrades at Austin Reserve in Picnic Point, Ken
McLean Reserve in Belmore and Jack Chesher Reserve in Kingsgrove;

- Installation of new sports lighting at Memorial Oval, Bankstown;
— Installation of a new Exeloo at The Boulevard Reserve, Lakemba;

- Upgrades to the shared path along the Cooks River at Lees Park and Ewen Park,
incorporating a solar lighting trial along the Ewen Park section;

- Road resurfacing works completed at:
e Amy Street, Campsie — from Rudd Parade to Loch Street;
e Edgar Street, Condell Park — from Marion Street to Gould Street;
e Moorefields Road, Beverly Hills — from Doonkuna Street to Currana Street;
e Noble Avenue, Greenacre — from Rawson Road to Northcote Road; and
e The River Road, Picnic Point — from Prince Street to Edinburgh Drive;

Continued progress on the construction of major projects including:
e Canterbury Leisure and Aquatic Centre;
e Pump track at Deepwater Park, including rider testing;
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New destination play spaces at Deepwater Park in Milperra and Lambeth Reserve
in Picnic Point;

New sports amenities buildings at Allum Park in Greenacre and Waterworth Park
in Earlwood; and

Thurina Park Community Centre, Villawood.

Attachment 1 provides an overview of progress against each of Council’s 28 services.

This

includes a list of highlights, as well as information about how we are tracking

against key service measures, and progress of specific projects/ initiatives.

Other highlights for the 1 October to 31 December 2025 quarter are outlined below.

A range of community education and engagement activities were used to reduce
the frequency and impact of unbooked bulky waste dumping across 20 priority
areas including fliers, stickers, posters, warning tape, and regular inspection
patrols. As a result, a 45% reduction in rubbish dumping across these areas was
recorded.

Undertaking a range of successful community events including:
Movies under the stars at various sites - 11, 18, 25 October and 1 November;
The lighting of the tree at Bankstown — 27 November; and
Carols in the Park at Wiley Park - 6 December.

Public exhibition of the draft Belfield Small Village Master Plan was undertaken
from 3 November to 15 December. Council is currently reviewing public feedback.

Public exhibition of the Campsie Town Centre Development Control Plan was
undertaken from 7 November to 19 December. Council is currently reviewing public
feedback.

Development application lodged for the new Panania Library and Knowledge
Centre.

Construction commenced on the Bulldogs Centre of Excellence building. The
Minister for Local Government has approved the proposed Heads of Agreement
between Council and the Bulldogs, and the 30-year lease term. At the December
Council meeting, Council resolved to formally grant the Bulldogs a 30-year lease at
Belmore.

Planning for projects to encourage walking and cycling continued and included:
e 14 shared path and bridge upgrade projects including Charles Street Bridge;
e 15 bus stop upgrades; and

e 19 kerb ramp upgrades.

An internal review of nature strip service processes was completed in November.
This included a reassessment of all clients to ensure fair access and utilisation of
this service, leading to service efficiencies.

Attachment 2 to this report also provides a summary of progress against the 2025-29 Delivery
Program priorities. This represents an overview of how this current report, and the quarter
one report on the Operational Plan (provided in November 2025) have contributed to the
delivery of our four-year priorities under CBCity 2029.
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PART B — December 2025 Quarterly Budget Review

Financial Performance

. Following a review of the second quarter’s financial performance, Council’s broader
financial position continues to convey a sound and stable position and generally

compares well to its budget estimates.

. Given it being halfway through in the financial year, this quarterly review tends to focus
on adjustments that:

- Adjust for known grants and contributions;

- Adjusting Council’s budget to reflect variations to certain operating costs and
capital works projects identified throughout the quarter; and

- Any other general transactions not identified at the time of preparing the original
budget and/or throughout the quarter.

. Having made the relevant adjustments, Council’s Income Statement for the December
2025 Quarter is as follows.

Income Statement - for the year ending 30 June 2026

2025/26 Carry Sep 2025/26 Dec 2025/26 \ETS 2025/26 Jun 2025/26
Original over Quarter Sept Quarter Dec Quarter \"FTg Quarter Jun
Budget Budget Variation Budget Variatio Budget Variatio Budget Variatio Budget
SM SM SM SM n$M SM n $M SM n$M SM
Total Operating Income 421.5 - 1.8 423.2 1.6 424.9
Total Operating Expenses 333.6 11.7 0.1 345.4 0.9 346.3
Net Operating Result Before
Depreciation, Capital Grants and 87.9 | (11.7) 1.7 77.8 0.8 78.6 - - - -
Contributions
Less Depreciation Expense — Funded (65.3) - - (65.3) - (65.3)
Less Depreciation Expense — Unfunded (38.4) - - (38.4) - (38.4)
Net Operating Result for The Year
. o . . 0.8 25.1 - - - -
Before Capital Grants & Contributions (15.8) | (11.7) 1.7 (25-9) (25.1)
Add: Capital Grants and Contributions 45.5 44.5 8.0 97.9 1.5 99.5
Net Operating Result for the Year 29.7 32.7 9.7 72.1 2.3 74.4

Ll As noted, Council’s revised Operating Result is expected to be a surplus of $74.4. Once
adjusted for capital grants and contributions - Council’s net operating result before
capital grants and contributions is negative $25.1 million.

. A summary of the variations is as follows:
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Budgeted Variations and Adjustments Carryovers — June 2025 Quarter

Description

Budget
C/over
Variations

Funding

Operating Expenditure Variations
Carryover Funding — Grants & Contributions

Operating Expenditure Variations
Carryover Funding - Projects/Programs

Net Variations — June Quarter

SM

44,452

11,732

32,720

Grants & Contributions

Restricted in 24/25 and released in 25/26

Budgeted Variations and Adjustments — September 2025 Quarter

Description

Budget
Variations

SM

Funding

Income Variations

Rates and Annual Charges

Regulatory Income

Grants & Contributions — Capital

Grants & Contributions - Operating

Financial Assistance Grant — Received in 2024/25
Interest & Investment Income

Increase in revenues to due additional Regulatory
FTEs

Other — Various

Income Variations

Operating Expenditure Variations

Employment costs-increase in FTEs per August
Council report

Increase in workers compensation expenses
based on actuarial report

Loan Borrowings -transfer budget to Capex
Return budget to reserves to be allocated during
the year

Replacement of critical systems for end of life,
efficiency and service improvement

Utility expenses increase based on trend
Canterbury Ice Rink Contribution budget transfer
from Capex

Other - Various

Operating Expenditure Variations

Net Variations — September Quarter

789
164
7,976
1,243
(5,105)
4,000

300

377
9,743

700

910
(2,467)
(91)

700
290
250

(223)

69

9,674

General Funds

General Funds

Grant Funded — Capital Works

Grant Funded

Restricted in 24/25 and released in 25/26
Part Restricted for External Restrictions

General Funds

General Funds

Grant Funded

Internal Restrictions
SRV Funded
SRV Funded

SRV Funded / General Funds
General Funds
General Funds

General Funds
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Budgeted Variations and Adjustments — December 2025 Quarter

Budget
Description C/over Funding

Variations
SM

Operating Expenditure Variations

Grants & Contributions — Capital 1,526 Grant Funded — Capital Works
Rates and Annual Charges 522 Part Restricted for External Restrictions
Grants & Contributions - Operating 469 Grant Funded
Leisure & Aquatics Income 300 General Funds
Insurance Recovery Income 172 General Funds
Property Lease income 109 General Funds
Other — Various 76 General Funds
Income Variations 3,175

Operating Expenditure Variations

Grant related expenditure / adjustments 755 Grant Funded
Other — Various 117 General Funds
Operating Expenditure Variations 872
Net Variations — June Quarter 2,302

. As Councillors would be aware, whilst Council’s negative Net Operating Result — before
capital grants and contributions — provides an important insight into its capacity to meet
its ongoing operating costs, one must also consider/take-note that it also:

- Reflects/includes all income and operating expenses funded from the various sources
available to Council — General Funds, External/Internal Restrictions, Grants;

- Reflects/includes adjustments for certain income and operating expenses of which
funds have been restricted in prior years and released for use throughout this
financial year — carryover funding for specific projects/programs;

- Incorporates around $104 million of non-cash expenses — such as Depreciation
Expense; and

- Reflects Grants and Contributions for specific capital projects — for which the
expenditure is not reflected in the Income Statement - though separately made
available for Council’s Capital Works Budget.

A negative net result tends to generally/largely suggest that there is a shortfall in
available funding (equivalent to Depreciation Expense) to renew/replace assets in the
future.

A comprehensive summary of Council’s Income Statement is attached — Attachment 3
(Annexure H) - and a listing of all operating budget variations to Council’s Income
Statement for the quarter are noted in Attachment 3 (Annexure I).
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Ll A further detailed assessment of Council’s revenues and expenditure will be conducted
as part of the March quarterly budget review.

Cash Flow / Working Funds

. Whilst all councils are required to present a Budgeted Income Statement — consistent
with relevant Accounting Standards and Codes — for financial reporting purposes, an
assessment of a council’s cashflow tends to be particularly important, given that it
provides relevant information on Council’s capacity to fund/meet:

- Its annual operational commitments and capital works program, including the
amount of cash used from dedicated reserve funds to balance our budget;

- Liabilities, such as payment of employee entitlements, loans and creditors, as and
when they fall due; and

- Restrict/preserve funds which have been collected for specific purposes, such as
stormwater levy and development contributions.

. Having regard to the above, Council’s Budgeted Cashflow Statement / Working Fund for
2025/26 is as follows:

Budgeted Cash Flow / Working Fund - for the year ending 30 June 2026
Description Original Budget Budget Actuals
Budget September December December

SM Quarter Quarter Quarter
Y SM Y

Cash Flows from Operating Activities

Add: Receipts 467.0 521.2 524.4 280.2
Less: Payments (328.8) (341.9) (342.8) (224.7)
Net Cash Flows from Operating Activities 138.2 179.3 181.6 55.5

Cash Flows from Investing/Financing Activities

Add: Proceeds from the Sale of Assets 2.8 2.8 2.8 0.1
Add: Loan Borrowings - - - -

Less: Acquisition of Assets (89.8) (290.0) (296.2) (71.3)
Less: Loan Repayments (1.2) (1.2) (1.2) (0.6)
Net Cash Flows from Investing/Financing Activities (88.3) (288.5) (294.6) (71.4)

Net Cash Flow (109.2) (113.1) (15.9)

Cash Reserve Movements

Add: Cash Reserves Utilised for Specific Projects/Programs 96.1 344.3 350.5 113.7
Less: Cash Restricted for Specific Projects/Programs (146.0) (235.1) (237.4) (97.8)
Net Cash Reserve Movements (49.9) 109.2 113.1 15.9

Net Cash Flows / Working Fund for the Period - - - -
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. The following provides a summary of Council’s Cash & Investments for the period.

Cash & Investments — for the year ending 30 June 2026

Description

Closing Balance - Cash & Investments

Less: Internal Restrictions
Less: External Restrictions

Closing Balance - Unrestricted Cash

2024/25 December
Actual Quarter
SM M SM

Original
Budget

490.0 609.2 496.1
(219.0) (261.0) (237.6)
(267.5) (345.0) (255.4)

= Councillors will note that Council has a sound level of liquidity (cash and investments)
to deal with ongoing operational requirements and contingencies, including preserving
specific cash and investments for future asset replacement programs, protecting its

liabilities and satisfying Council’s statutory obligations.

. A comprehensive summary of Council’s Cash flow for the period is attached —

Attachment 3 (Annexure K).

Capital Expenditure (CAPEX)

Proposed variations to Council’s capital expenditure budget is as follows:

Description

Bridges

Buildings

Carparks

Drainage Conduits
Town Centres

Open Space

Park/ Street Furniture

Road Pavement
Traffic Management
Operational Assets
Total

Pathways and Boardwalks

December
Recommended

Changes
$,000

(109)
190
(40)

14
137
(19)
105

1,269

(487)

1,359

3,733

6,153

= Council’s CAPEX is now expected to be $296.1 million, a net increase of $6.1 million to

that previously adopted in the original budget and adopted carry overs.

. The CAPEX variations include projects that have received additional grant funding

during the December quarter.
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. These adjustments are a part of Council’s ongoing review which ensures that the capital
works and acquisition program reflects the planned pattern of expenditure.

. Other revisions relate to timing adjustments of budgeted expenditure of projects that
will not be completed or commenced within the 2025/26 financial year and have been
rescheduled to commence throughout the 2026/27 financial year.

. A comprehensive summary of Council’s Capital Expenditure budget is attached —
Attachment 3 (Annexure M) - and a listing of all capital budget variations for the quarter
are noted in Attachment 3 (Annexure N).

Councillor Ward Funds

In addition, requests to allocate the following Ward Funds for specific projects have been
received and will be reflected as part of the quarterly review process.

Description/Project \ Councillor Allocation $
Pedestrian Footpath Crossing - 18 The Crescent, Yagoona Asfour 4,500
Peter Spanos Memorial Walther 5,000

Ratios and Restrictions

. Having incorporated all proposed variations as part of this review, Council’s ratios for
its major financial indicators are expected to be as follows:

Industry

September

Benchmark Quarter

Operating Performance >0% (5.90%)
Debt Service Cover Ratio >2X 21.15
Unrestricted Current >1.50 2.53
Own Source Operating Revenue >60% 78%
Cash Expense Cover >3 mths 17.25 mths
Capital Expenditure Ratio >1 2.86

In finalising Council's December 2025 Review, a number of adjustments to specific
external/internal restrictions have also been made to comply with certain
statutory/policy and/or contractual requirements.

In total, Council's planned balance of internal and external restrictions as at 30 June
2026 is expected to be $237.6 million and $255.4 million respectively.

Further detailed analysis regarding the December review, including the Quarterly
Budget Review Statements, is provided in Attachment 3.
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PART C - Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy — Financial Reporting for the period 1 July
2025 —- 31 December 2025

Generally, in accordance with Section 252, Payment of expenses and provision of facilities,
councils:

= must adopt a Policy concerning the payment of expenses and the provision of facilities
to, the Mayor, the Deputy Mayor (if there is one) and the other councillors in relation
to discharging the functions of civic office; and

= the Policy must comply with the relevant guidelines issued by the Office of Local
Government — Section 23A.

Having regard to OLG’s Circular 17-17, Councillor Expenses and Facilities Policy — Better
Practice Template — Council has developed its Policy to comply with OLG’s guidelines,
including the relevant/stipulated reporting requirements.

On that basis, Clause 14.2 of Council’s Policy provides that:

Detailed reports on the provision of expenses and facilities to
Councillors will be publicly tabled at a Council meeting every six
months and published in full on Council’s website. These reports will
include expenditure summarised by individual Councillor and as a
total for all Councillors.

In accordance with Council’s Policy, the tabled report (Attachment 4) satisfies Clause 14.2 of
Council’s Policy and is being provided for information purposes. The information will also be
made available on Council’s website, following this meeting.

Conclusion

. The Quarterly Reports detail Council’s progress towards addressing the priorities and
meeting the outcomes of the Delivery Program and the Community Strategic Plan for
the City. They ensure Council is meeting obligations under the Integrated Planning and
Report Framework, financial reporting requirements and they contribute to the ongoing
enhancement of good governance across Council.

. The data contained within these reports will also be made available on Council’s
website.

The completed pro-forma quarterly budget review template will be sent to the OLG in
accordance with the requirements of the revised Quarterly Budget Review Statement
Guidelines for Local Government.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.2 Code of Meeting Practice - Amendment to 2026 Schedule of
Meetings
AUTHOR Corporate
SUMMARY

. Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 28 October 2025 adopted its schedule for meetings
for 2026. This report seeks to amend the schedule.

. This report proposes that:

- The March 2026 Ordinary Council meeting be rescheduled from Tuesday 17 March
2026 to Tuesday 24 March 2026.

- TheJune 2026 Ordinary Council meeting be rescheduled from Tuesday 23 June 2026
to Tuesday 16 June 2026.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.  The 2026 Schedule of Council Meetings be amended — whereby the

- March 2026 Ordinary Council meeting be rescheduled from Tuesday 17 March 2026
to Tuesday 24 March 2026.

- June Ordinary Council meeting be rescheduled from Tuesday 23 June 2026 to
Tuesday 16 June 2026.

2. Council agrees to the temporary administrative changes, as outlined in the report.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. There are no Integrated Planning and Reporting impacts.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. There are no strategic impacts.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of the report is to amend Council’s Ordinary Meeting schedule for 2026 by
moving the date of the March and June 2026 Ordinary Council meetings from Tuesday
17 March 2026 to Tuesday 24 March 2026 and Tuesday 23 June 2026 to Tuesday 16
June 2026.

Background

. Council at its Ordinary Meeting on 28 October 2025 adopted its schedule of meetings
for 2026.

. Generally, Council’s Ordinary Meetings are held on the fourth Tuesday of the month —
unless certain circumstances, activities and/or events require an Ordinary Meeting to
be scheduled to an alternate week.

. With respect to the March Ordinary Meeting, Council resolved to hold the meeting on
the third Tuesday of the month to avoid a conflict for staff involved in preparing the
business paper.

. That conflict is no longer an issue and therefore it is now proposed that the March
meeting be moved back to the fourth Tuesday of the month, as per Council’s normal
practice.

= Separately, it is also proposed that June Ordinary meeting be moved to the third
Tuesday of the month so as to not conflict with the Australian Local Government
Association Nation General Assembly which will be held between 23-25 June 2026.

Discussion
. It is proposed that the date of the March and June 2026 Council Meetings be
rescheduled from 17 March to 24 March 2026 and 23 June to 16 June 2026 to ensure
there is a quorum of Councillors for the Meeting.
. Proposed Administrative Changes:
- Temporary administrative changes will need to be applied to ensure that Council
observes the relevant provisions of the Local Government Act 1993 and the Code
of Meeting Practice, in terms of preparing and distributing the Agenda and

Business Paper; and

- The proposed changes are as follows:

Description March Dates Junes Dates
Councillors to submit By 11:00am on Thursday, 19 By 11:00am on Thursday, 11
proposed Notice of Motions or March 2026 June 2026

Questions with Notice
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Distribution of Notice of
Ordinary Meeting, Agenda
and Business Paper to
Councillors

Public access to Agenda and
Business Paper

Request from Public to speak
at Public Forum

Recommended Approach

Friday, 20 March 2026

Friday, 20 March 2026

Prior to 12 noon on Tuesday
24 March 2026

Friday, 12 June 2026

Friday, 12 June 2026

Prior to 12 noon on Tuesday
16 June 2026

= The above administrative requirements/timeframes will revert to Council’s standard
Code of Meeting Practice provisions for all other meetings.

. The above temporary changes are not considered substantial, nor do they significantly
depart from Council’s current provisions of the Code — and as such may be adopted for
the purposes of conducting the March and June 2026 Ordinary Council meetings.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.3 Matters Determined Under Delegated Authority 3
December 2025 to 23 February 2026

AUTHOR Corporate

SUMMARY

. This report provides Council with a summary of a matter determined under Delegated
Authority by the Mayor and the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) whilst Council was in
recess, during the period 3 December 2025 to 23 February 2026.

RECOMMENDATION

That the information be noted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment

1. Matter Determined Under Delegated Authority
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. There are no Integrated Planning and Reporting impacts.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. There are no strategic impacts.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is to advise Council of a matter that was determined by the
Mayor and CEO under delegated authority during the Council recess period.

Background

. Council at its Ordinary meeting on 22 October 2024 adopted an Instrument of
Delegation that delegated certain powers, authorities and functions to the Mayor and
CEO.

. The Instrument of Delegation allows the Mayor and CEO to determine certain matters
that would normally be referred to Council, during the Council recess period that
occurred from 3 December 2025 to 23 February 2026.

Discussion

. During the Council recess period, Council honoured Ahmed Al Ahmed’s selfless act of
courage and extraordinary bravery during the Bondi Beach terrorist attack on 14
December 2025 by awarding him with a Key to the City and a Local Hero Award at the

Council’s Australia Day Awards ceremony held on 26 January 2026.

. A report on this matterisincluded in the Attachments for the information of Councillors.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.4 Cash and Investment Report as at 30 November 2025, 31
December 2025 and 31 January 2026

AUTHOR Corporate
SUMMARY
= In accordance with Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021, the

Responsible Accounting Officer must provide the Council with a written report each
month, which sets out the details of all money that council has invested under Section
625 of the Local Government Act 1993.

. Given Council’s recess period, this report provides Council with Cash Investment
summary reports for the months of November 2025, December 2025 and January 2026.

. This report is to certify that Council’s investments are made in accordance with the Local
Government Act 1993, the Regulation and Council’s Investment Policy.

= It is recommended that Council note the matter.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1. The Cash and Investment Report as at 30 November 2025, 31 December 2025 and 31
January 2026 be received and noted.

2. The Certification by the Responsible Accounting Officer incorporated in this report, be
noted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1.  Arlo Advisory Monthly Investment Review November 2025

2.  Arlo Advisory Monthly Investment Review December 2025
3.  Arlo Advisory Monthly Investment Review January 2026
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. The adoption of the recommendations will ensure that Council meets the legislative
requirements regarding Council’s investment portfolio as at 30 November 2025, 31
December 2025 and 31 January 2026.

. The adoption of the recommendations will assist Council meet its Operational and

Delivery Plan goals of being Leading and Engaged including the delivery of financial
management for Council under the internal support service of the Operational Plan.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. Councils total Investment and Cash position was $657 million as at 30 November 2025,
$644 million as at 31 December 2025 and $636 million as 31 January 2026 with
investments earning interest of $2.4 million for the month of January 2026, $2.7 million
for December 2025 and $2.1 million for November 2025 which was favourable
compared to the budget.

. For the month of January, the total portfolio (excluding cash) provided a solid return of
+0.38% percent (actual), outperforming the benchmark AusBond Bank Bill Index return
of +0.30 percent (actual).

. For the month of December, the total portfolio (excluding cash) provided a solid return
of +0.39% percent (actual), outperforming the benchmark AusBond Bank Bill Index
return of +0.31 percent (actual).

. For the month of November, the total portfolio (excluding cash) provided a solid return
of +0.37% percent (actual), outperforming the benchmark AusBond Bank Bill Index
return of +0.30 percent (actual).

. On an annualised basis, the total portfolio (excluding cash) provided a return of +4.62
percent per annum, outperforming the AusBond Bank Bill Index return of +3.64 percent
per annum.

= Overall, Council:

- Maintains a well-constructed investment portfolio and continues to maximise
returns in the current challenging economic environment;

— Is well diversified across the various horizons; and

- Has sufficient cash available at all times (typically at least ~2-5% is held in
overnight cash accounts) for ongoing liquidity/operational requirements.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is to advise Council of funds invested in accordance with
Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993. Additionally, the report provides details
and certification as required by Section 212(1) of the Local Government (General)
Regulation 2021.

. With no Council meeting being held in January, this report provides Council with the
Cash Investment summary reports for the months of November 2025, December 2025

and January 2026.
Background
. Council invests funds which are not required in the short term for any other purpose.

These investments are governed by strict legislative requirements and Council’s
Investment Policy.

. The Responsible Accounting Officer must report to Council monthly details of the funds
invested and certify that they have been made in accordance with the legislation and
Council policy.

Discussion
. In total, Council’s cash and investment holdings as at 31 January 2026 is as follows:
Cash and Investments (January 2026) S
Cash at Bank 1,517,892
Deposits at Call 13,080,414
Term Deposits 522,146,118
Floating Rate Notes 62,447,066
Bonds 36,813,371
Total cash and investments 636,004,862
. Council’s level of cash and investments varies from month to month, particularly given

the timing of Council’s rates and collection cycle, its operations and carrying out its
Capital Works Program.

. The portfolio balances are made up of cash balances at month end held for external
restrictions (e.g. unspent developer contributions, domestic waste reserves and
unexpended grants), internal restrictions (e.g., infrastructure reserves, employee leave
provisions, cash deposits and other reserves) and unrestricted cash (Council’s working
capital).

. Council Officers closely monitor ongoing cash flow to ensure adequate funding for day-
to-day operations and to maintain adequate levels of working capital.
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. The following graph outlines Council’s closing cash and investment balances from July
2025 to January 2026:

Cash and investments rolling monthly balance 2025-2026

Millions
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. Council is also required to ensure that its portfolio has an appropriate level of
diversification and maturity profile. This is to ensure that funds are available when
required and where possible to minimise any re-investment risk.

Cash and Investment Summary - January 2026

Ll The tables below outline Council’s portfolio by maturity limits and investment type:

Maturity profile (January 2026)

Actual % of Policy
portfolio limits %

Cash 2.30 100
Working capital funds (0-3 months) 13.61 100
Short term (3-12 months) 40.89 100
Short — medium (1-2 years) 13.45 70
Medium (2-5 years) 29.75 50
Long term (5-10 years) - 5
Total cash and investments 100%

Portfolio allocation (January 2026)
Actual % of

portfolio
Cash at bank 0.24%
Deposits at call 2.06%
Term deposits 82.10%
Floating Rate Notes 9.82%
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Bonds
Total cash and investments

. A summary of Council’s investment interest income earned for the period to 31

January 2026 is as follows:

January 2026 Year-to-date
Interest income S January 2026
$
Budget 2,214,583 15,502,083
Actual interest 2,459,440 17,402,451
Variance 244,856 1,900,368
Variance (%) 11.06% 12.26%
Cash and Investment Summary - December 2025
. In total, Council’s cash and investment holdings as at 31 December 2025 is as follows:
Cash and Investments (December 2025) $
Cash at Bank 368,767
Deposits at Call 10,185,231
Term Deposits 533,960,230
Floating Rate Notes 62,353,143
Bonds 36,857,056
Total cash and investments 643,724,426

. The tables below outline Council’s portfolio by maturity limits and investment type:

Maturity profile (December 2025)

Cash

Working capital funds (0-3 months)
Short term (3-12 months)

Short — medium (1-2 years)
Medium (2-5 years)

Long term (5-10 years)

Total cash and investments

Actual % of
portfolio
1.64
14.41
38.17
16.40
29.39

100%

Portfolio allocation (December 2025)
Actual % of
portfolio
0.06%
1.58%
82.95%
9.69%

Cash at bank
Deposits at call
Term deposits
Floating Rate Notes

5.79%
100%

Policy
limits %
100
100
100
70
50
5
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5.73%
100%

Bonds
Total cash and investments

. A summary of Council’s investment interest income earned for the period to 31

December 2025 is as follows:

December 2025 Year-to-date
Interest income S December 2025
$
Budget 2,214,583 13,287,500
Actual interest 2,741,106 14,943,011
Variance 526,523 1,655,511
Variance (%) 23.78% 12.46%
Cash and Investment Summary - November 2025
. In total, Council’s cash and investment holdings as at 30 November 2025 is as follows:
Cash and Investments (November 2025) $
Cash at Bank 5,420,121
Deposits at Call 15,122,392
Term Deposits 522,960,230
Floating Rate Notes 66,383,119
Bonds 46,990,158
Total cash and investments 656,876,019

. The tables below outline Council’s portfolio by maturity limits and investment type:

Maturity profile (November 2025)

Actual % of
portfolio

Cash 3.13
Working capital funds (0-3 months) 12.46
Short term (3-12 months) 34.80
Short — medium (1-2 years) 20.18
Medium (2-5 years) 29.43
Long term (5-10 years) -

Total cash and investments 100%

Portfolio allocation (November 2025)
Actual % of

portfolio
Cash at bank 0.83%
Deposits at call 2.30%
Term deposits 79.61%

Policy
limits %

100
100
100
70
50
5
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Floating Rate Notes 10.11%
Bonds 7.15%

Total cash and investments 100%

. A summary of Council’s investment interest income earned for the period to 30
November 2025 is as follows:

November 2025 Year-to-date
Interest income S November 2025
S
Budget 2,214,583 11,072,917
Actual interest 2,117,653 12,201,905
Variance 96,930 1,128,989
Variance (%) 4.38% 10.20%

Certification by Responsible Accounting Officer

. In accordance with Section 212(1)(b) of the Local Government (General) Regulation
2021, Council’s Responsible Accounting Officer certifies that all investments have been
made in accordance with the Act, the Regulations, and Council's Investment Policy.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.5 Proposed Licence Agreement for Campsie Early Childhood

Health Centre at 2 Carrington Street, Campsie ('The
Carrington Centre')

AUTHOR Community Services

SUMMARY

Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre, operated by Sydney Local Health District
(SLHD), have an occupancy agreement with Council for the building at 143 Beamish
Street, Campsie.

Council has, on several occasions resolved its aspirations for a new civic precinct in the
Campsie Town Centre. This includes the provision of a new Campsie Hub and public
plaza on the site currently occupied by several Council civic buildings including the
abovementioned property currently occupied by the SLHD.

Council has been in ongoing negotiations with SLHD in relation to its plans over a period
of several years and has now reached an agreement for the service to be relocated to
the Carrington Centre located at Carrington Square, Campsie ensuring continuity of this
key community service.

By agreement Council and SLHD are terminating the occupancy agreement for the
current space with vacant possession by 30 June 2026.

SLHD has undertaken multiple assessments of the Carrington Centre and have
expressed a strong interest and enthusiasm in relocating the Campsie Early Childhood
Health service to this new location in the medium to long term.

SLHD have committed to funding significant refurbishment works to ensure the
proposed clinic spaces are fit for purpose and capable of accommodating increased
services.

It is proposed that Council offer a five-year licence agreement to formalise tenure for
SLHD at Carrington Centre. This is required to progress refurbishment works, facilitate
timely access to the building and ensure a smooth uninterrupted relocation for Campsie
Early Childhood Health Centre by 30 June 2026.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.

Council agree in-principle to offer Sydney Local Health District the opportunity to enter
into a five (5) year licence agreement for the office spaces at 2 Carrington Street,
Campsie for the purpose of operating Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre and
associated services.
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2. Council publicly exhibit the proposed licence in accordance with the requirements of the
Local Government Act 1993.

3. At the conclusion of the public exhibition period, Council authorise the Chief Executive
Officer to consider submissions received and finalise the matter with Sydney Local
Health District and to sign all documentation, as required.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. The proposed relocation of Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre aligns with Council’s
Community Strategic Plan, CBCity 2036, emphasising equitable access to essential
health and wellbeing services and support for families.

. Ensuring continuity of the Centre’s services directly supports the Community Strategic
Plan’s objectives for a healthy, caring and resilient community. Facilitating SLHD’s
transition to Carrington Centre through appropriate tenure and coordinated planning
reflects Council’s commitment to strategic urban renewal while maintaining vital
community services within the Campsie CBD.

. The planned refurbishment works by SLHD will further enhance and improve the
condition of a Council building asset.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The relocation of Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre allows for the implementation
of Councils strategic, master plan objectives and several resolutions for a new Civic
Precinct enabling the delivery of the new Campsie Hub and associated public plaza
whilst ensuring continuity of essential family services for the community.

. SLHD’s proposed funding and resource contribution towards the refurbishment of
Carrington Centre alleviates Council’s burden in providing a fit-for-purpose space and
demonstrates SHLD’s enthusiasm for this opportunity to renew its services and grow,
providing a net benefit for our community, by investing significantly in this asset.

. It is anticipated that the proposed licence agreement will progress prior to the formal
adoption of Council’s Community Facilities Policy (CFP). Any negotiations of the licence
agreement will align and be consistent, as practicable, with the draft principles of the
CFP.
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Draft Guiding Principles of the Community Facilities Policy (CFP)

Council is committed to
equitable and non-
discriminatory access toits
facilities.

Formal Council approval
must be obtained prior to
enteringinto a lease or
license agreement for a
‘Community Facility'.

Community facilities will
generally be managed to
optimise their use and

availability to the Canterbury
Bankstown community.

Priority will be given to
community groups or other
approved organisations which
promote access to facilities for
all sections of the community.

Multipurpose use will be a key
consideration in the planning,
design, allocation, and
management of Council’s
community facilities.

User organisations will contribute
to the costs of providing the
facility, and for associated
management, maintenance and
minor improvement costs.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

= Tendering exemption under s55(3)(e) of the Local Government Act 3.1 Under s55(3),
the requirement to invite tenders for contracts does not apply to: “(e) a contract for the
leasing or licensing of land by the council, other than the leasing or licensing of
community land for a term exceeding five years to a body that is not a non-profit
organisation...”

. Accordingly, all contracts for the leasing or licencing of land by Council are exempt from
the requirement to undertake a tender process in accordance with s55(1), other than a
lease or licence of community land to an organisation which is not a non-profit
organisation for a term exceeding five (5) years.

. Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre, operated by Sydney Local Health District
(SLHD), have an ongoing occupancy agreement with Council for the building at 143
Beamish Street, Campsie. This longstanding facility has been pivotal in supporting local
families by providing essential early childhood health, parenting and family services.

. Objectives of the endorsed Campsie Town Centre Masterplan identify the existing site
as home for a new civic precinct and planning for the new Campsie Hub Project on the
site is well underway. Relocation of existing tenants from the site allows for the Campsie
Hub and approved early works for the project to proceed unencumbered. Development
consent for the early works for the project was granted in February 2026 by the Local
Planning Panel.

. The Carrington Centre currently accommodates several community-based tenants,
including Sydney Women’s Counselling Centre, Canterbury Meals on Wheels and
Carrington Occasional Care. The inclusion of Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre
within this tenant mix complements existing family-oriented services and positions
Carrington Centre as a central local support hub for children, women and families. The
strong synergy of services will provide families with a convenient, one-stop location for
wellbeing support.

. It is proposed that a licence agreement be offered to SLHD for three (3) office spaces
and a kitchenette within Carrington Centre. The use of a communal meeting room in
Carrington Centre would also be made available to hire for the purposes of operating
multidisciplinary allied health workshops or clinics for families.

. SLHD have shown unequivocal support and enthusiasm towards the relocation at
Carrington Centre as demonstrated by their willingness to commit significant funding
and resources towards the refurbishment of the site.

. The community-focused tenancy mix, setting amongst heritage-listed gardens, and
proximity to public transport have been key factors motivating SLHD to progress with
the relocation.
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. Subject to Council approval, SLHD would be undertaking refurbishment to flooring,
walls, installation of new fixtures and kitchenette, security access system, and
improving accessibility for parents with prams. The modification of office spaces to fit-
for-purpose clinic rooms presents an opportunity to refresh Carrington Centre and
position it as an integrated family services hub in the heart of Campsie CBD.

Proposed Licence Terms and Conditions

Initial Licence Term Licence Fee
Five (5) years $5,000 p/a, subject to annual CPl increases.

Campsie Early Childhood Health Centre operates as a public health service funded by NSW
Health within the Sydney Local Health District. As such, Council is satisfied that the Centre is
a not-for-profit entity operating as part of the government health system. Resultantly, the
proposed licence is exempt from the tendering requirements under Section 55(3)(e) of the
Local Government Act 1993 (NSW).

Suggested Approach

Subject to Council supporting the proposed tenure and primary terms and conditions for a
new licence agreement, it is suggested that in accordance with the relevant provisions of
Sections 46 and 47 of the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), Council:

. Publicly exhibit the intended licencing arrangement with SLHD;

. Provide the community an opportunity to convey any relevant feedback regarding the
intended arrangements; and

. That following the exhibition process and providing no objections are received, Council
delegate authority to the Chief Executive Officer to finalise the licence agreement with
SLHD, including the authority to make minor, non-material amendments as required.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.6 Proposed Substation, Easement and Right of Way for

Ausgrid as part of the Bulldogs Centre of Excellence
Development

AUTHOR Corporate

SUMMARY

On 4 April 2025, the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure approved the
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs (the Bulldogs) State Significant Development (SSD)
application (SSD 69627466) to construct a Centre of Excellence (CoE) at Belmore Oval.

As part of the development, the Bulldogs have requested approval for an Ausgrid
substation, right of way and associated electrical easement to power the new Centre of
Excellence over part of Lot 13 DP1159726, located at 1D Leylands Parade.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.  Council agrees, in-principle, to approve the construction of an Ausgrid substation, the
establishment of a right of way over Lots 12 and 13 DP1159726 located at 1C and 1D
Leylands Parade, Belmore and an easement over part of Lot 13 DP1159726, for the
provision of electricity to the Bulldogs Centre of Excellence building, as outlined in the
report.

2. Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and finalise the terms of the
easement, as outlined in the report.

3. Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.

4, Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. Council’s Community Strategic plan, CBCity 2036, supports a vision for Canterbury-
Bankstown to be ‘Healthy and Active’

= Council’s Operational Plan identifies the Centre of Excellence (CoE) proposal and our
role in supporting the development.

. The proposed acquisition supports Council’s Moving & Integrated strategic destination
by facilitating essential electrical infrastructure associated with the Bulldogs CoE
development.

. It contributes to the Clean & Green goal by ensuring sustainable energy management
practices that protect surrounding environments.

. The CoE will provide a unique facility that brings together a mix of community and high-

performance elements intended to foster excellence in Rugby League at all levels of the
participation pathway.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The report has no direct impact on Council’s budget.

. The proposal delivers a long-term community benefit without creating ongoing
operational or financial burdens for Council.

. There are no anticipated workforce impacts arising from this acquisition.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

= The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Council of the proposed Ausgrid
substation, right of way and associated electrical easement to power the new CoE
building, over part of Lot 13 DP1159726, located at 1D Leylands Parade.

Background

. On 4 April 2025, the Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure approved the
Canterbury-Bankstown Bulldogs (the Bulldogs) State Significant Development (SSD)
application (SSD 69627466) to construct a CoE at Belmore Oval.

. Council at its Ordinary meeting on 2 December 2025 noted the Minister for Local
Government’s consent to the proposed 30-year lease to the Bulldogs for Belmore Oval
and Council resolved to formally grant the lease to the Bulldogs.

Discussion

. The Bulldogs have requested the installation of an Ausgrid substation and associated
easement over Lot 13 DP1159726 to power the new CoE that is currently under
construction at Belmore Sports Ground.

. The Bulldogs have also requested the creation of a “Right of Way” (RoW) in order to
access the substation from Tudor Street. This RoW crosses both Lots 12 and 13
DP1159726 to Tudor Street.

. The aerial photo below shows the proposed location of the Ausgrid substation (shaded
pink and marked A) which is located close to the Tudor Street entrance to Belmore Oval.
The associated easement (shaded blue and marked B) will run parallel with Peter Moore
Field up to the Thorncraft Parade entrance and the RoW (shaded green and marked C)
running from the substation back to the Tudor Street entrance.
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Aerial showing location of Ausgrid substation, easement and Right of Way

The proposed easement alignment runs parallel to Peter Moore Field up to the entrance
at Thorncraft Parade.

The proposed easement will benefit Ausgrid as a prescribed authority, for the purpose
of “providing electricity” in accordance with Schedule 4A Part 8 of the Conveyancing Act
19109.

The easement will clearly define the rights and obligations of both Council and Ausgrid
with respect to the electrical infrastructure, ensuring ongoing clarity and protection of
Council’s interests.

The RoW will provide access to Ausgrid from Tudor Street to allow for servicing and
maintaining the substation.

Section 46 of the Local Government Act provides for the granting of easements and RoW
on community classified land for the provision of public utilities such as Ausgrid and
works associated with or ancillary to public utilities.

The installation of the substation aligns with the core objectives of the Generic Plan of
Management for the site.

The proposed substation, RoW and associated easement on Council land is supported
as it is necessary to provide for the power requirements of the CoE building.
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Recommended Approach

. Council agrees, in-principle, to approve the construction of an Ausgrid substation,
establishment of a right of way over Lots 12 and 13 DP1159726 located at 1C and 1D
Leylands Parade, Belmore and an easement over part of Lot 13 DP1159726, to power
the Bulldogs Centre of Excellence building.

= Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to finalise the terms of the substation,
easement and right of way and execute documentation, as required.

. Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.

. Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.7 Proposed Electricity Easement for Ausgrid as part of the Ice

Skating Club Development

AUTHOR Corporate

SUMMARY

On 23 July 2024, Council agreed to grant a new three-year Agreement for Lease and a
further eighteen-year Lease to The Ice Skating Club of New South Wales Co-operative
Limited (ISC) for 17A Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

As part of the development, ISC have requested approval for an existing Council
easement to be transferred to Ausgrid to be used as an electrical easement to power
the ISC premises. The easement currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17
Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.  Council agrees, in-principle, to grant the transfer of its easement to Ausgrid to be used
as an electrical easement. The easement currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459, located
at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury, as outlined in the report.

2. Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and finalise the terms of the
easement, as outlined in the report.

3. Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.

4, Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.

5.  Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and execute all documentation
as required.

ATTACHMENTS
Nil
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

= The proposed acquisition supports Council’s Moving & Integrated strategic destination
by facilitating essential electrical infrastructure associated with the ISC premises.

. It contributes to the Clean & Green goal by ensuring sustainable energy management
practices that protect surrounding environments.

. The proposal also aligns with the Leading & Engaged destination by demonstrating

effective collaboration with State Government agencies to deliver infrastructure
outcomes that benefit the wider community.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The establishment of this electricity easement will enable necessary infrastructure
works to support the ISC’s development.

= The proposal delivers a long-term community benefit without creating ongoing
operational or financial burdens for Council.

. There are no anticipated workforce impacts arising from this acquisition.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

= The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Council for the transfer of an existing
Council easement to Ausgrid for use as an electricity easement to power the ISC
premises. The easement currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17 Phillips
Avenue, Canterbury.

Background

. The ISC have requested the transfer of a Council easement to Ausgrid for use as an
electricity easement to power the ISC premises. The easement currently runs across
Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

. The aerial below shows the location of the easements currently in place over Lot 2
(shaded light blue).

Aerial showing location of easements (shaded light blue)
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Discussion

. The easement alignment runs from Philips Avenue to the front of the ISC premises.

. The transfer of the easement to Ausgrid will clearly define the rights and obligations of
both Council and Ausgrid with respect to the electrical infrastructure, ensuring ongoing

clarity and protection of Council’s interests.

. The easement proposal has been reviewed by Council and is supported.
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Recommended Approach

It is recommended that:

. Council agrees, in-principle, to grant the transfer of the council easement to Ausgrid.
The easement currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17 Phillips Avenue,
Canterbury. This is subject to there being no other utilities located within the Council

easement.

= Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to finalise the terms of the easement and
execute documentation, as required.

. Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.

. Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.
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Governance and Administration Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 8.8 Proposed Electricity Easement and Right of Way for Ausgrid
as part of the Canterbury Leisure and Aquatic Centre
Development
AUTHOR City Assets
SUMMARY

The Canterbury Leisure and Aquatics Centre (CLAC) project requires the creation of a
new Ausgrid easement and right of way at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury which is the
existing location of the aquatic centre and zoned Community land.

The project scope includes the commissioning of a new substation which will energise
the CLAC. This will enable power supply to be separated fromthe Canterbury
Olympic Ice-skating Rink (COIR).

The proposed easement and right of way will allow Ausgrid to register, connect, and
commission the substation easement and provide ongoing access for maintenance
activities.

Council is required to consent to the creation of a new easement and right of way to be
under Ausgrid’s auspice in the community land at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury. The
location and dimensions of the substation and easement are shown in Attachment 1.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.

Council agrees, in-principle, to the creation of a new easementand right of
way under Ausgrid’s auspice in the Community land at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury
that connects with the existing easement that currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459,
also located at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and finalise the terms of the
easement, as outlined in the report.

Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act 1993.

Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.

Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and execute all documentation
as required.
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ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1. Location and Dimension of Substation and Easement for Canterbury Leisure and
Aquatics Centre

2.  Electrical Design Drawing of Substation and Easement for Canterbury Leisure and
Aquatics Centre
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

Ll The proposed easement and right of way supports Council’s Moving and Integrated
strategic destination by facilitating essential electrical infrastructure associated
with the CLAC premises.

. It contributes to the Clean and Green goal by ensuring sustainable energy management
practices that protect surrounding environments.

. The proposal also aligns with the Leadingand Engaged destination

by demonstrating effective collaboration with State Government agencies to deliver
infrastructure outcomes that benefit the wider community.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The establishment of this electricity easement and right of way will enable necessary
infrastructure works to support the CLACs development and ongoing maintenance.

. The proposal delivers a long-term community benefit without creating ongoing
operational or financial burdens for Council.

. There are no anticipated workforce impacts arising from this acquisition.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

= The purpose of this report is to seek approval from Council for the creation of an
easement and right of way under the auspice of Ausgrid for use as an electricity
easement to power the CLAC premises within Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17 Phillips
Avenue, Canterbury.

Background

. The CLAC project scope includes the commissioning of a new substation which will
energise the premises as a separate power supply from the Canterbury Olympic Ice-
skating Rink.

. To enable the commissioning and operation of the new substation, Council is required
to consent to the creation of a new easement and right of way under Ausgrid’s
auspice.

. The easement and right of way is required for use by Ausgrid asan electricity
easement to register, connect, and commission the substation easement and allow
ongoing access for maintenance activities.

. The proposed easement and right of way will connect with the existing easement that
currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459, located at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

. The location and dimensions of the substation, easement, and right of way are shown
in attachment 1.

= The diagram below shows the location of the easements currently in place over Lot 2
(shaded light blue) and the proposed easement (shaded light red).
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Diagram showing location of the existing easement (shaded light blue) and the proposed

easement (shaded light red)
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Discussion

The existing easement alignment runs from Philips Avenue to the front of
the COIR premises.

The establishment of the easementand right of way under Ausgrid’s auspice will
clearly define the rights and obligations of both Council and Ausgrid with respect to the
electrical infrastructure, ensuring ongoing clarity and protection of Council’s interests.

The easement and right of way proposal has been reviewed by Council and is
supported.

Recommended Approach

It is recommended that:

Council agrees, in-principle, to the creation of a new easement and right of way under
Ausgrid’s auspice in the Community land at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury that
connects with the existing easement that currently runs across Lot 2 DP818459,
also located at 17 Phillips Avenue, Canterbury.

Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and finalise the terms of the
easement, as outlined in the report.

Council publicly exhibits the matter in accordance with the Local Government Act
1993.

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
Page 151



Following the exhibition process, Council be provided with a further report for its
consideration and decision.

Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to prepare and execute all
documentation as required.
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9

SERVICE AND OPERATIONAL MATTERS

The following item is submitted for consideration -

9.1 Property Matter - Former Punchbowl Baby Health Centre Building

155
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Service and Operational Matters - 24 February 2026

ITEM 9.1 Property Matter - Former Punchbowl Baby Health Centre
Building
AUTHOR City Future
SUMMARY

The report deals with a long-standing issue of the future of the Former Punchbowl| Baby
Health Centre (FPBHC) building located at 748 Punchbowl Road, Punchbowl (Lot 1
Deposited Plan 1175212).

The FPBHC building is a heritage listed building under the Canterbury Bankstown Local
Environmental Plan (CBLEP) 2023. It is of local significance and an example of a post war
civic building.

The building was vacated in 1998 with the family health service eventually locating to
the Punchbow!l Community Centre at Rossmore Avenue, Punchbowl. Since this time the
building has not been required for an operational purpose and has remained vacant for
over two and half decades.

The report provides an overview of previous dealings with the FPBHC building relating
to its future and outlines several options for Council to consider.

The report outlines various options for the site and recommends further work to
progress this matter dependent on Council’s preferred option.

RECOMMENDATION That -

1.

Council carries out further investigation into the exact works required under Option 1
(Protective works and preserve for future options) and funds be considered as part of
the 2026/27 Capital Works Program.

Council commences planning and other investigation for Option 4B (Redevelop site in
conjunction with adjacent Council owned site) as set out in this report and bring back a
further report on its viability.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment

1.

Options
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. This report responds to the Destination of Safe and Strong - Provide safe, inclusive,
resilient community infrastructure.

. The future of the FPBHC building has been a long-standing issue for the Council
following the ceasing of its original use. The FPBHC was built for a specific purpose to
provide family health services to meet the community needs of the time. Whilst the
facility may still lend itself for uses like the previous uses, the bespoke nature of the
building somewhat limits its ability to be used as a multipurpose facility (resilient
community infrastructure) as envisaged by the Destination of Safe and Strong.

. The heritage listing of the FPBHC building recognises its historical role in the provision

of local family health services to the community and contributes to a sense of place and
identity of the locality.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. The report as written does not have financial implications at this stage. However,
depending on the option Council wishes to pursue there will be associated financial
implications, that will need to be considered as part of future budgets.

. The report recommends further work into the exact works required under option 1
(Protective works and preserve for future options). This would be funded from the Asset
Reserve and would be considered as part of the 2026/27 Capital Works Program.

. Currently there are no operational requirements that require the use of the FPBHC
building as the previous family health service has been relocated to the Punchbowl
Community Centre located at Rossmore Avenue.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The report responds to the March 2025 Council resolution that: Investigation of the
potential future use of the building formerly used as the Punchbowl Baby Health Centre
be undertaken.

Ll To consider the matter holistically, this report provides Council with background and
history relating to the FPBHC building and puts forward several options for its
consideration.

The site

] The FPBHC building (Figure 1) is located at 748 Punchbowl! Road, Punchbowl! with a legal
description of Lot 1 Deposited Plan 1175212, the parcel size being approximately 552.8
square metres. The site has a frontage to Punchbowl Road. The site adjoins the Council
owned and operated Punchbow! Children’s Centre to the east/south and Rest Park to
the west (figure 1).

ar's

Punchbowl ¥
<

L Children's Centre

Figure 1 — Former Punchbowl| Baby Health Centre site

= The FPBHC building is a heritage listed building of local significance under the CBLEP
2023 (figure 2).

Figure 2 - Forer Punchbowl Baby Health Centre
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Contextually (Figure 3) the site is located on the northern side of the Punchbowl Town
Centre and to the northwest of the Punchbowl Metro station. The Punchbowl
Community Centre and public parking is located south of the metro line at Rossmore
Avenue.

Figure 3 — Site context

Background

The Punchbowl Baby Health Centre was established jointly by the former Canterbury
and Bankstown Municipal Councils and the Department of Health to provide family
health services to the local community.

The building was used for this purpose until 1998 when it was vacated and the service
subsequently relocated to the then new Punchbowl Community Centre at Rossmore
Avenue where it remains today.

Since the early 1980s, the building began to display initial symptoms of foundation
failure and other issues. Several works were undertaken in the following years to
mitigate the various building issues.

The FPBHC building was listed as a local heritage item in 1995 as an example of post war
civic building and has been reflected in various LEPs since this time.

The issue of use of the FPBHC building has remained a long-standing issue for the
Council since its original use ceased in 1998.
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. A brief timeline of relevant matters applying to the FPBHC and site is provided below.

1948 Building constructed and the provision of family health services provided.

1995 The building was heritage listed and reflected in various LEPs including the
CBLEP 2023.

1998 Use ceased and building vacated, family health services relocated to the
Punchbowl Community Centre at Rossmore Avenue, Punchbowl.

2001 Heritage delisting proposed. The former Canterbury Council resolved to
remove the heritage listing with a view to demolition of the building.

2007 The former Canterbury Council resolved that a strategy be undertaken to
enable the land to be separately sold, retention of the heritage listing to
facilitate its restoration and adaptive re-use.

2010 Conservation Management Plan prepared to guide restoration and
maintenance of the building.

2012 Site rezoned from Special Uses to Business purposes and reclassified from
Community Land to Operational Land.

2016 Sale by the former Canterbury Council was delayed pending investigation of
relocating the adjoining childcare centre to Punchbowl Park which did not
proceed.

May Following amalgamation Council’s Community Infrastructure Strategic Plan

2024 was adopted.

Nov Conservation Management Plan updated and revised. Provides updated

2024 guidance for conservation of the building.

June Council endorsed Submission in response to the NSW Government's Transport

2025 Oriented Development (TOD) controls which increased controls applying to
this site.

March | Council resolution - Investigation of the potential future use of the building
2025 formerly used as the Punchbowl Baby Health Centre be undertaken.

DISCUSSION

. The use of the FPBHC building has been a long-standing issue for the Council since the
original use ceased.

. Following the relocation of the family health service, there was interest from various
community groups to repurpose the vacant building, however the building condition at
the time and the cost of works required to facilitate its reuse were considered cost
prohibitive and the building has remained vacant ever since.
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. In 2001 the former Canterbury Council resolved to remove the heritage listing applying
to the property mainly due no longer requiring the building for operational purposes
and the associated costs required to maintain and restore the FPBHC building. This did
not ultimately proceed and in 2007 Council resolved to pursue a strategy to undertake
several actions to facilitate the sale of the property (with the heritage listing) including:

- Preparation of a Conservation Management Plan (CMP);
- Subdivision of the site from adjoining Council land;

- Reclassification from Community to Operational; and

- Rezoning from Special Uses to Business purposes.

Heritage

. This report does not deal with the merits of the heritage listing of the FPBHC building
which has been reflected in various LEPs since it was listed in 1995. These are planning
matters that need to be dealt with as part of separate reports.

. Notwithstanding the above, delisting of the FPBHC building remains an option for the
Council to pursue should it wish to commence this process as it did in 2001. Ultimately,
this would be subject to the approval from the NSW Department of Planning Housing
and Infrastructure and therefore not a guaranteed outcome if pursued.

= An updated Conservation Management Plan (CMP) has been prepared to assist Council,
as the current landowner, with the long-term care and maintenance of the FPBHC
building.

. During this time, various works have been undertaken to mitigate the issues affecting
the FPBHC building, but no substantial works have been carried out to facilitate its
repurposing or reuse. This was due to the building not being required for operational
purposes and therefore is not a priority compared to other more important asset
projects. This is further reiterated by Council’s previous intent on the sale of this asset.

. The updated CMP acknowledges that implementation of the improvements may not be
fully realised as there are external matters that need to be considered including the
limited available finances.

Current condition

. The FPBHC building has been vacant since 1998 and is in poor condition which is
reflective of the two and half decades of vacancy, water damage and general disrepair.
As noted earlier, works undertaken have been focused on minimal restorative and
protective works.

= There is the presence of hazardous materials within the FPBHC building including lead
paint and asbestos.

. The FPBHC building is currently secured to prevent and manage exposure to risks
associated with the hazardous materials. Access to the building is restricted to
authorised personnel requiring the use of personal protective equipment.
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Relevant Plans and Strategies

. Council’s framework for the provision of community facilities is guided by the
Community Infrastructure Strategic Plan (CISP).

. The CISP direction does not identify an operational requirement to utilise the FPBHC
building for a community use (which has been the case since 2001) but rather provides
the following direction:

a. Site represents strategic land holding to be managed as part of Council’s strategic
property portfolio, future use and retention subject to feasibility analysis, findings
of City Wide Heritage Study and Punchbow! Masterplan.

. The Punchbowl! and Wiley Park (PWP) Precinct Plan proposes the planning uplift for both
the FPBHC site and the adjoining Punchbow! Children’s Centre site.

. The above approach recognises these sites as strategic land holdings in a key location
of the Punchbowl Town Centre and in the future potentially forming part of
development of a community precinct in the locality.

Options for the site

. The do-nothing approach is not an option for the Council. The FPBHC building is located
in a prominent location and currently has hazardous material making it unusable in its
current form.

. The March 2025 Council resolution requests that alternate uses be investigated for the
building. There are several options that could be considered subject to Council
considering if it wishes to retain the facility, pursuing heritage delisting and/or divesting
this asset.

= The current E1 Local Centre zoning allows for a wide range of land uses (permissible
with consent) to be undertaken on the site.

. Based on this, the following have been identified as the most practical:

- Option 1: Protective works and preserve for future options;

- Option 2: Restore for Community Use;

- Option 3: Restore and lease (commercial);

- Option 4A: Basic Works & Divest Site;

- Option 4B: Redevelop site in conjunction with adjacent Council owned site;
- Option 5: Restore and divest;

- Option 6: Delist, Demolish & Retain Land; and

- Option 7: Delist, Demolish and divest land

. Council has obtained a Quantity Surveyors cost estimate to carry out restoration works
to the FPBHC building to assist in understanding the options.
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. If the FPBHC building is to remain under Council ownership and operation, there will be
additional recurring costs up to $70,000 per annum (depending on the use of the
building) associated with lifecycle/asset management after restoration of the building.

. Attachment 1 sets out these options in more detail including their pros and cons and
costs.

Preferred Options for further Review

. Based on an assessment of all of the options it is proposed that the following two
options be further explored for the reasons set out below:

Preferred option Reason

Option 1: 1. Cost-effective stewardship

Protective works e Lower-cost “make safe and stabilise” approach that protects
and preserve for the building fabric, mitigates hazardous materials, and
future options prevents further deterioration while avoiding large capital

commitments.

2. Financial benefits
e Minimal upfront cost of approximately $370 thousand
compared to full restoration.

3. Heritage-sensitive
e Retains the heritage item, improving appearance through
external works (painting, roof, waterproofing), and
demonstrates good heritage management while buying time
for longer-term decisions.

4. Risk reduction
e Addresses asbestos/lead and safety issues, reducing public
complaints and occupational risks.

5. Strategic landholding preserved
e Keeps the site available for future planning decisions—
especially important given the uncertain timeframes around
precinct-wide redevelopment.

6. Operational advantages
e No occupancy costs and minimal ongoing maintenance.
e Avoids premature commitment to a use that is not currently
supported by demand or the CISP.

Option 4B: 7. Strategic alignment & future value

Redevelop site in e Enables coordinated redevelopment with the adjoining
conjunction with Punchbowl Children’s Centre site—consistent with
adjacent Council the Punchbowl! and Wiley Park Precinct Plan and the site’s
owned site strategic role in the town centre.
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Preferred option Reason

This approach e Positions Council to potentially unlock significant
could see the redevelopment value that can be reinvested in broader
restoration and community infrastructure.
repurposing of the | 8.
FPBHC building tied | 9. Risk and liability reduction
to and delivered e Basic works remove hazardous materials and improve safety,
through the addressing recurring complaints and risks associated with a
wholesale long-vacant asset.
redevelopment of e Future redevelopment could allow for adaptive reuse
the adjoining e Will require several other Council decisions including
Punchbowl! operational requirements of the current Punchbowl
Children’s Centre Children’s Centre service.
site. 10.

11. Financial benefits

e Minimal upfront cost (assumes Basic works are undertaken
of $370 thousand).

e Opportunity for substantial future financial return through
an integrated redevelopment outcome rather than
fragmented disposal.

12.
13. Flexibility

e Keeps strategic land in Council ownership during
decision-making.

e Enables a master-planned outcome rather than forcing a
suboptimal solution based on the constraints of the
standalone building.

Summary

. Option 1 positions Council for a future-proofed, strategic redevelopment that reduces
current risk while creating a pathway for significant long-term community and financial
benefits.

. Option 4B is the prudent, low-risk holding strategy as it protects Council’s asset,
addresses safety and reputation issues, and preserves long-term flexibility without
overcommitting financially. It stabilises the site now, prevents further deterioration,
and reduces risk.

. Together, they allow Council to manage short-term risks effectively, avoids premature
high-cost restoration with no current operational need, preserves strategic flexibility
and positions the site for a future integrated redevelopment outcome.

Next steps

. Further work will be undertaken on the two preferred options (Optionl and 4B) to
determine more detailed costs and steps involved.

. The works are currently unfunded. Dependent on Council’s preferred option, any costs
will then be included in the 2026/2027 capital works programs.
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10 COMMITTEE REPORTS

The following items are submitted for consideration -

10.1 Minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee Meeting held
10 December 2025 167

10.2 Minutes of the Flood Risk Management Committee Meeting held on
4 February 2026 171

10.3 Minutes of the Local Transport Forum held on 10 February 2026 175
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Committee Reports - 24 February 2026

ITEM 10.1 Minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee
Meeting held 10 December 2025

AUTHOR Corporate
SUMMARY
= In accordance with Section 428A of the Local Government Act (1993), Canterbury-

Bankstown Council has established an Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC)
which meets on a quarterly basis.

. The purpose of this report is to consider the minutes of the meeting of the ARIC held on
10 December 2025.

RECOMMENDATION

That the recommendations contained in the minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement
Committee meeting held on 10 December 2025, be adopted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment
1. Minutes of the Audit Risk and Improvement Committee meeting held 10 December
2025
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. As an important part of our governance structure, the Audit Risk and Improvement
Committee contributes to the Leading and Engaged destination where we are a well-
governed city with brave and future focused leaders.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

Nil.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the minutes of the Audit Risk and
Improvement Committee meeting held 10 December 2025.

Discussion
Nil.
Recommended approach

= That Council endorse the recommendations contained in the minutes of the Audit Risk
and Improvement Committee meeting held on 10 December 2025.
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Committee Reports - 24 February 2026

ITEM 10.2 Minutes of the Flood Risk Management Committee
Meeting held on 4 February 2026

AUTHOR City Future

SUMMARY

. The Flood Risk Management Committee assists in the development and
implementation of Floodplain Risk Management Plans. The Committee has been
established by Council as outlined in the NSW Flood Risk Management Manual. The
recommendations of the Committee are in line with the objectives of the Committee
and with established practices and procedures.

. Attached are the minutes of the Flood Risk Management Committee meeting held on 4
February 2026. Noting that:

- GRC Hydro presented an update on the Cooks River Overland Flow Study for the
Punchbowl, Campsie and Ashbury Catchments.

- Stantec provided an update on the work underway for the Duck River Flood Study
and Floodplain Risk Management Study and Plan.

- Council staff presented on the climate change considerations for planning.

RECOMMENDATION

That the recommendations contained in the minutes of the Flood Risk Management
Committee meeting held on 4 February 2026 be adopted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment
1. Minutes of the Flood Risk Management Committee 4 February 2026

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
Page 171


http://webdocs.bankstown.nsw.gov.au/api/publish?documentPath=aHR0cDovL2lzaGFyZS9zaXRlcy9Hb3Zlcm5hbmNlL0NvdW5jaWwgTWVldGluZ3MvT3JkaW5hcnkgTWVldGluZ3MvMjQuMi4yNiBMaW5rZWQgQXR0YWNobWVudCAtIE1pbnV0ZXMgb2YgdGhlIEZsb29kIFJpc2sgTWFuYWdlbWVudCBDb21taXR0ZWUgNCBGZWJydWFyeSAyMDI2LnBkZg==&title=24.2.26%20Linked%20Attachment%20-%20Minutes%20of%20the%20Flood%20Risk%20Management%20Committee%204%20February%202026.pdf

INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

= The Flood Risk Management Committee is an Advisory Committee, established by
Council and consistent with the approach outlined in the NSW Flood Risk Management
Manual.

. The Committee considers matters related to flood risk management, as outlined in the
Waterways and Stormwater service area in CBCity 2025-29, and Council’s role to
manage urban water and promote clean and healthy river systems, specifically in
relation to flood mitigation, mapping and risk management.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. Advisory Committees and working groups provide Council with advice for the ongoing
management of services to our community and information for our integrated planning
and reporting framework.

. There are no immediate financial implications as a result of this report.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the recommendations set out in the
minutes of the Flood Risk Management Committee meeting held on 4 February 2026.

Discussion

. Matters arising from the 4 February 2026 meeting that may be of particular interest to
Council include:

- Progress of the Cooks River Overland Flood Study;

- Progress of the Duck River Flood Study and Floodplain Risk Management Study and
Plan; and

- Discussion of climate change model scenarios.

Recommended approach

= That Council endorse the recommendations contained in the minutes of the Flood Risk
Management Committee meeting held on 4 February 2026.
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Committee Reports - 24 February 2026

ITEM 10.3 Minutes of the Local Transport Forum held on 10 February
2026
AUTHOR City Assets
SUMMARY

. Attached are the minutes of the Canterbury-Bankstown Council Local Transport Forum
held on 10 February 2026.

. The Local Transport Forum have been constituted to advise and make
recommendations in relation to traffic activities. It has, however, no delegated

authority and cannot bind Council.

. The recommendations of the Local Transport Forum are in line with the objectives of
the Local Transport Forum and with established practices and procedures.

RECOMMENDATION

That the recommendations contained in the minutes of the Canterbury-Bankstown Council
Local Transport Forum held on 10 February 2026, be adopted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachment

1.  MINUTES | Local Transport Forum | 10 February 2026
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INTEGRATED PLANNING AND REPORTING ALIGNMENT

. As an important part of our implementation of the Local Transport Forum actions, the
report contributes to Moving and Integrated destination set out in the Community
Strategic Plan, CBCity 2036, where we are an accessible city with great local destination
and many options to get there.

STRATEGIC IMPACT

. Potential costs arising out of recommendations of the Local Transport Forum are
detailed in each report and included in either current Operational Budgets or Future
Works Programs for Roadworks/Traffic Facilities.
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DETAILED INFORMATION

Purpose

. The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the recommendations set out in the
minutes of the Local Transport Forum held on 10 February 2026.

Discussion
Nil.
Recommended approach

. That Council endorse recommendations contained in the minutes of the Canterbury-
Bankstown Council Local Transport Forum held on 10 February 2026.
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11 NOTICE OF MOTIONS & QUESTIONS WITH NOTICE

The following items are submitted for consideration -

11.1 Status of Previous Notices of Motion - February 2026 181
11.2 Vale Begum Khaleda Zia - Councillor Sherin Akther 183
11.3 Condolence Motion - Councillor Christopher Cahill 185
114 Commending Dr Jamil El-Doaihi - Councillor Saud Abu-Samen 187
11.5 International Women's Day - Councillor Wendy Lindsay 189
11.6 A Simple Ask of NSW Metro - Councillor George Zakhia 191
11.7 Australia Day Party in the Park (Playford) - Councillor Jennifer Walther 193
11.8 Additional Waste Services - Councillor Harry Stavrinos 195

11.9 Understanding Pollution and Runoff Into Council's Waterways - Councillor

Conroy Blood 197
11.10 Banning Dangerous Pesticides - Councillor Conroy Blood 199
11.11  Safer Local Streets - Councillor Conroy Blood 201
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11.12

11.13

11.14

11.15

Investigate Water Cart Equipment and Use for Street Trees - Councillor

Clare Raffan

The NSW Government Must Collect Its Own Emergency Services Levy -
Councillor Saud Abu-Samen

Friendship Trail - Councillor Conroy Blood

Protecting WSU Milperra - Councillor Conroy Blood

203

205

207

209
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.1 Status of Previous Notices of Motion - February 2026
AUTHOR Chief Executive Officer
ISSUE

The attached schedule provides information to questions raised at Council’s previous meeting.

RECOMMENDATION

That the information be noted.

ATTACHMENTS Click here for attachments

1.  Status of Previous Notices of Motion
2. Outgoing Correspondence
3. Incoming Correspondence
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.2 Vale Begum Khaleda Zia

I, Councillor Sherin Akther hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Notes with deep sadness the passing of Begum Khaleda Zia, the first female
Prime Minister of Bangladesh and a central figure in the nation’s political
history;

2. Acknowledges her significant contribution to Bangladesh’s political,
economic and social development through her multiple terms in public
office;

3. Recognises the deep sense of loss felt by the Bangladeshi community,
including members of the Bangladeshi community residing within the City
of Canterbury Bankstown;

4. Extends its sincere condolences to her family, supporters, and to all those
mourning her passing; and

5. Sendsaformal letter of condolence on behalf of Council to the Bangladeshi
community.”

BACKGROUND

This motion seeks to acknowledge the passing of Begum Khaleda Zia, the first female Prime
Minister of Bangladesh. It is important to recognise her historical significance and to convey
Council’s condolences to the Bangladeshi community, including residents of the City of
Canterbury Bankstown.

A little bit about Bequm Khaleda Zia

Begum Khaleda Zia was the first female Prime Minister of Bangladesh and only the second
democratically elected female head of government in the Muslim world, serving three terms
as Prime Minister: 1991-1996, briefly in 1996, and 2001-2006.

Her leadership marked Bangladesh’s transition from military rule to parliamentary
democracy, ending the presidential system.
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She was a champion of democracy and a strong advocate for women’s education and
empowerment, introducing free education for girls and scholarships. During her tenure she
established key institutions such as National University, Bangladesh Open University, and
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University as well as introducing the Prime Minister’s Gold Medal
to recognise outstanding academic achievement.

Begum Khaleda Zia passed away on 30 December 2025 at age 80 which saw an outpouring of

global tributes and State mourning. She is remembered as an icon of democracy and a symbol
of resilience in South Asian politics.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.3 Condolence Motion

I, Councillor Christopher Cahill hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council
| will move the following motion:-

“That Council notes the sad passing of travel agent Mohamad Elsadik, and on
behalf of our residents, pay respect to his family and friends for his 40 years of
serving our community.”

BACKGROUND

Mohamad Elsadik passed away recently aged 77.
He was a man who didn’t seek headlines and preferred to go about his business quietly.

The father of four, migrated from Lebanon, and in 1985 established Orient Travel in Haldon
Street, Lakemba.

His generosity and compassion just some of the traits which would hold him in high esteem
among the community. As one friend recalled: some desperate families wanting to travel
overseas to visit sick relatives but didn’t have the money to pay for airfares would come
knocking on his door. He greeted them with a smile and told them they could work it out
when they returned.

Mr Elsadik was a mentor and adviser to many and helped with visa applications and
immigration matters.

His son Mustapha said his father was a big-hearted man who loved the community. He was
always first to donate or support a worthy cause and sought nothing in return.

May he rest in peace.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There are no implications of this motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.4 Commending Dr Jamil ElI-Doaihi

I, Councillor Saud Abu-Samen hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council
| will move the following motion:-

“That Council formally acknowledge and commend the outstanding literary,
academic and cultural contributions of Dr Jamil El-Doaihi.”

BACKGROUND

Born in Zgharta, Lebanon, in 1960, Dr El-Doaihi has demonstrated a lifelong commitment to
Arabic language, literature and education. From his early academic excellence and public
speaking achievements to the completion of his higher education at the Lebanese University
and his Doctorate from the University of Sydney, he has consistently exemplified dedication
to scholarship and cultural enrichment.

We recognise his distinguished international career as a poet, novelist, short story writer,
academic and editor, including his service in multicultural media in Australia and his tenure
as Assistant Professor and Coordinator of the Arabic Language Department at Notre Dame
University.

We further acknowledge his remarkable achievement of publishing 74 works across multiple
genres in Arabic and English, including poetry, novels, short stories, children’s literature,
literary criticism and academic texts; his literary works documenting Australian history and
Indigenous heritage; his continued contribution to education through university textbooks
and his leadership in supporting emerging writers through his literary initiatives.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There are no financial implications arising from the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.5 International Women's Day

I, Councillor Wendy Lindsay hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council congratulate Clare Pearson on this richly deserved nomination for
NSW Women of the Year Awards, and wish her the best of luck.”

BACKGROUND

I would like to note that we celebrate International Women’s Day on the 8th of March. Over
the years we have recognised some amazing local women from our area. Kelly Fitzpatrick and
Houda Hamze for their contributions to local sport, Jane McCartan and Gloria Hansen for the
numerous children they have fostered, Kerry Fozzard for her work with the child protection
foundation and Beryl Matthews for her decades of service to girl guides.

This year Clare Pearson the CEO of Little Wings that flies out of Bankstown Airport is a finalist
for the NSW Premier’s Woman of Excellence Award at the New South Wales Women of the
Year Awards 2026.

Clare has been tireless in her work for Little Wings, a not-for-profit organisation that provides
free, professional and safe flight and ground transport services for seriously ill children in rural

and regional New South Wales, the ACT and Queensland.

| congratulate Clare Pearson on this richly deserved recognition and fingers crossed for a win
on March 5 when the winners of the NSW Women of the Year Awards are announced.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.6 A Simple Ask of NSW Metro

I, Councillor George Zakhia hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council call on the NSW Metro to install a height warning system on the
approaches to the Bankstown Railway Underpass.”

BACKGROUND

A picture tells a thousand words:

The Bankstown underpass has a low 2.4 metre clearance which is acceptable for large cars
and four wheel drives, but is not for any sort of transit or cargo vehicle or truck. Unfortunately
transport vehicles crash into the ‘crash beam’ almost weekly.

Some locals send memes around or Tik Tok videos and have a laugh, but this is unacceptable.
Crash after crash disrupts traffic and costs people thousands each time.

The NSW Metro are investing billions into a new rail line and for a small fraction of that, in
the thousands, they could install an advanced warning system to keep people, vehicles and
Metro passengers safe. It isa no brainer, and so | look forward to this being part of the finished
Metro product.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the recommendation as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.7 Australia Day Party in the Park (Playford)

I, Councillor Jennifer Walther hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council
| will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Notes the outstanding success of the 2026 Australia Day Party in the Park
event, including attendance exceeding 7,000 people and overwhelmingly
positive community feedback;

2. Acknowledges and thanks Council staff, performers, volunteers, emergency
services and all stakeholders involved in the planning and delivery of the
event;

3. Reaffirms Council’s previous endorsement of the continuation of the Aussie
Party at the Park (Playford Park), as resolved at the June 2025 Council
meeting and included in the calendar of City Major Events and Activations
2025 —2028.

4. Supports staff undertaking a comprehensive post-event review of the 2026
event and applying the insights gained to the planning of Australia Day 2027,
with the aim of delivering an even stronger, high-quality and inclusive
community celebration.”

BACKGROUND

Council’s 2026 Australia Day Party in the Park was a tremendous success, attracting more than
7,000 attendees from across our City.

The event provided a free, family-friendly opportunity for residents of all ages and
backgrounds to come together in a safe and welcoming environment to reflect, celebrate and
celebrate as a community.

The positive community feedback received following the event demonstrates a clear appetite
for a large-scale local Australia Day celebration.
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The success of the event reaffirms Council’s decision at the June 2025 Ordinary Meeting of
Council to hold this new event at Playford Park, and | am pleased that this has been endorsed
as part of the City Major Events and Activations Calendar up to 2028. Given the scale of the
event and the logistical planning required, this long-term commitment will allow staff
adequate time to plan, seek partnerships and deliver an event of similar or greater quality in
the next two years. Planning ahead will provide certainty and ensure that this now re-
established community event continues to grow and strengthen in the years ahead.

| would also like to formally acknowledge the significant work undertaken by Council staff and

all involved in delivering this event. Large community festivals require careful coordination,
and their success is a credit to the professionalism and dedication of those behind the scenes.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the motion as written as Council has already endorsed this
event as part of its forward Calendar of events.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.8 Additional Waste Services

I, Councillor Harry Stavrinos hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council bring back a report on the costs associated with expanding Waste
Operations to allow for residents to dispose of unwanted goods by increasing the
number of days available at Council drop off points.”

BACKGROUND

With the successful waste disposal service conducted by council over the Christmas/New Year
period, a number of residents have contacted me asking if Council can allocate one day a
month at its drop off places specifically aimed at allowing for the disposal of unwanted goods.
I’m asking for a report to investigate this as | know that there will be a cost associated with
expanding the waste service.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

The motion as written has no financial impact on Council.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.9 Understanding Pollution and Runoff Into Council's
Waterways

I, Councillor Conroy Blood hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council undertake a Councillor workshop to understand the policy levers
and options available to councils to reduce runoff into waterways and
stormwater drains. This workshop would include but not be limited to an account
of any steps Council is currently taking and exploring the extent to which DCP
and/or LEP amendments to promote Water Sensitive Urban Design could help,
and any other conservation focused design frameworks.”

BACKGROUND

The traditional approach to managing water, including rain, and sewerage is to treat it as a
waste product to be collected, and treated. This approach to water management is both
costly, given the difficulty of treatment, but also inefficient, as is it very difficult to prevent
water from entering waterways, channels, and creeks, and capturing all of it in drains. In
today's world, as water flows along our urban streetscapes, it will pick up chemicals,
microplastics, and other pollutants.

Contemporary design frameworks are beginning to emerge which put a focus on filtering
water as close to its source as possible, to reduce runoff as well as stormwater costs.
Transitioning to these design frameworks is vital to protect the health of our rivers, which
continue to be polluted, making it more and more difficult to clean them. Clean waterways
are incredibly important for increasing biodiversity in an urban environment, particularly for
waterbirds, and aquatic life.

A workshop for Councillors would be useful to help understand the current trends and
advancements in technology and public policy in this space.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There are no financial impacts of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.10 Banning Dangerous Pesticides

I, Councillor Conroy Blood hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1.  Assesses the feasibility of banning or drastically limiting the use of
herbicides (including Roundup), Neonicotinoids and Second-Generation
Anticoagulant Rodenticides by Council staff and contractors.

2. Considers recommending against the use of pesticides, Neonicotinoids, and
Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides by private citizens.”

BACKGROUND

Whilst pesticides like Roundup and Second-Generation Anticoagulant Rodenticides (SGARs)
are a convenient way to manage weeds and invasive pests, they do huge ecological damage
to native wildlife, and thus should be used sparingly, and in many cases, not at all.

Roundup is an acutely toxic spray that kills indiscriminately. The use of Roundup often does
not just kill weeds, but native plants, and insects surrounding them. It also is toxic to birds
and fish, and with many important wetland corridors along the LGA, and run off from spray
would make improving the health of our rivers even more difficult. A resident recently shared
with me a concerning photo of a worker spraying Roundup at weeds directly next to the Cooks
River in Earlwood - of course this person was just doing their job - simply doing what we ask
of them. What we ask of our workers needs to change. Other pesticides cause similar damage
to our local ecosystem. Neighbouring councils, Fairfield, Blacktown, Georges River, as well as
many other councils across the country have banned or restricted the use of pesticides.

SGARs are used to deal with invasive rodents like rats. SGARs operate by infecting rodents to
slowly kill them. However, in the time they are weak, or dead, they are often eaten by native
animals, who themselves get infected and often die. Native animals like the powerful owl,
and possums have been frequently documented to die after eating infected rats.

Neonicotinoids are sometimes used to deal with insect infestations. Like Roundup, they Kkill
and paralyse indiscriminately. They can wipe through colonies of native pollinators, and kill
birds who consume infected insects. Their effects have been known to linger for extended
periods of time. They may also persist in soil, and enter waterways spreading their effects.
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FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

As the motion asks for an assessment there is no financial impact of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.11 Safer Local Streets

I, Councillor Conroy Blood hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Notes that improving pedestrian and cyclist safety aligns with Council’s
Active Transport Action plan.

2. Notes that according to the Victorian Government, a pedestrian struck by a
car travelling 50 kilometres per hour only has a 10% survival rate, increasing
to 60% at 40 kilometres per hour and 90% at 30 kilometres per hour.

3. Notes that cities around the world— from Spain and Wales to Bogota and Ho
Chi Minh City—are adopting 30km/h speed limits as the default for urban
areas.

4. Calls on the NSW Government to let local councils set safer speed limits on

our own local streets; and writes to the Minister for Transport, the Hon. John
Graham, and all local state MPs advocating for this change.”

BACKGROUND

Local streets should be a hub of vibrant activity. A place for kids to play, families to ride bikes
together, and pedestrians to walk to their favourite local treasures. However, excessively high
speed limits on local streets make this a danger, and for those who take that gamble, it can
sometimes prove fatal. I've been contacted by cyclists who have told me of near misses when
crossing dedicated cycle crossings, with cars approaching them at near 50 kilometres an hour.
Others have contacted me after being fortunate to survive crashes, being at no fault.
Particularly with the rising number of SUVs, utes, and the increasing size of utes, the road is
becoming a more dangerous place.

Reducing local speed limits in built-up, highly pedestrianised areas should be a no brainer.
Most lengthy commute times are made on arterial roads; Canterbury Road, Bexley Road,
Kingsgrove Road, William Street etc. And for those who are making short trips on local streets,
they may have to leave a minute or two earlier, but that minute could save a life, help a car
user feel safe enough to swap to a bike, and reduce wear and tear, and potholes on our
streets. Or they might just end up spending more time driving and less time waiting for the
lights to change.
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Yet Transport for NSW has been unwilling to assist councils like our own when we want to
make our streets safer. We have been fortunate enough to be granted speed limit decreases

in high pedestrian areas like the Hurlstone Park Town Centre, but with the obligation of
measures like speedhumps, which we have to maintain.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.12 Investigate Water Cart Equipment and Use for Street Trees

I, Councillor Clare Raffan hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council | will
move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Review how it establishes new street trees and gardens, including
utilisation of existing equipment, processes, resources and if the purchase
of a small watercart is required and that these considerations be
considered as part of Council’s Operational Plan, and;

2. Write to Metro as a matter of urgency to put it on notice that its contractors

are not doing their job properly and ask then to hold them to account to
establish the new vegetation planted as part of their project conditions.”

BACKGROUND

| have seen many street trees planted by TFNSW lately that have struggled during periods of
unseasonally hot weather .

Whilst | acknowledge that the trees planted were not by council, it is simply irresponsible to
witness trees dying or being under stress simply because they are part of a tree planting
program to compensate for the many hundreds of very mature trees that were removed
when building the Metro.

| have personally carried very large buckets of water to nearby trees as watching them die is
simply not an option.

| have witnessed TfNSW/ Metro contractors "water" these trees by the passenger worker
holding a hose from his window and blasting the leaves of the trees over parked cars.

This is not only useless as no water reaches the roots, but also a blatant breach of their duties
to maintain the trees until they are established, not to mention the irresponsible attitude to
all the time, energy and resources used to grow the trees.

West facing Water Gums along Loch Street, Campsie are so badly impacted that most of the
canopy of most of the newly planted trees had died off before rain had saved them from being
in a state of being beyond wilting point.
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| hope Council supports this motion as we are in dire need of more trees to help combat our
many heat islands within our LGA, as well as attempting to foster the growth of trees that will
take decades to grow to a point where they match the age and amenity of the mature shade
and habitat providing trees that were removed.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There are no financial implications of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.13 The NSW Government Must Collect Its Own Emergency
Services Levy

I, Councillor Saud Abu-Samen hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council
| will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1.  Write to the Premier of New South Wales and the Minister for Emergency Services
requesting that the NSW Government assume full responsibility for the
administration and collection of the Emergency Services Levy, rather than requiring
local councils to collect and remit this State Government charge.

2. Express Council’s position that the Emergency Services Levy is a State Government
levy and should be administered and collected by the appropriate State authority,
such as Revenue NSW, to ensure consistency, transparency, and administrative
efficiency.

3. Advise the NSW Government that requiring councils to collect a State levy places an
unnecessary administrative and financial burden on local government and creates
confusion for ratepayers, who may incorrectly perceive the levy as a council-
imposed charge.

4. Request that any future reforms to the Emergency Services Levy include provisions
to transfer full operational responsibility, including billing, collection, and
enforcement, to the State Government or its designated agency.

5. Advocate for a fair and sustainable funding model that allows councils to remain
focused on delivering essential local services, infrastructure, and community
programs without being required to administer State Government levies, including
supporting any LGNSW campaigns that align with this position.”

BACKGROUND

Council supports the important role of emergency services and recognises the need for
sustainable funding. However, the Emergency Services Levy is a State Government charge,
and it is appropriate that the State Government retain full responsibility for its administration
and collection.

Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 24 February 2026
Page 205



Transferring this responsibility to the State Government would improve efficiency, reduce
administrative duplication, enhance transparency for ratepayers, and ensure councils can
remain focused on their core responsibilities of serving their local communities.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There are no financial impacts of the motion as written.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.14 Friendship Trail

I, Councillor Conroy Blood hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Acknowledges the Lebanese Diaspora in Canterbury-Bankstown, and the
contributions they have made to our cultural, and commercial life.

III

2. Investigates possible options for a “twin walking trail” with the Lebanese

Mountain Trail Association.
3. Undertakes any necessary community consultation, including liaising with
local First Nations and Lebanese community associations, to identify

appropriate routes.

4. Brings back a recommendation with a proposed route prior to the June
Council Meeting.”

BACKGROUND

The Lebanese Mountain Trail is a 600 kilometre long mountain trail stretching from the North
to the South of Lebanon. It traverses glorious landscapes, past ancient cedar trees. It also
traverses past many caves, and particularly waterways, which much like for the First Nations
people of this continent, were vitally important for the Lebanese Community. For that very
reason, so many Lebanese towns are found along their waterways. Along the route, you will
travel through traditionally Christian, Muslim and Druze towns alike.

The huge trail is managed not by a government, but by an organisation passionate about
preserving the Lebanese environment for future generations. And through a colleague of
mine who recently hiked the beautiful trail, they reached out to myself proposing that a
portion of their managed trail, become a sister trail on the world trails network, with a trail in
Canterbury-Bankstown.

Whilst our urban city doesn’t wind, climb and drop like the Lebanese Mountains do, the
Lebanese Diaspora played a huge part in turning our city into the diverse and wonderful place
it has become. The trail would also bring huge benefits. It can create opportunities for cultural
exchange, including First Nations Australian conservation practices, and those in Lebanon.
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The Lebanese Mountain Trail Association is also committed to engaging the local community
in Landcare and preservation along the trail, supporting councils efforts to naturalise our LGA

The sister trail will deliver immeasurable health benefits including mental wellbeing by
encouraging community members to engage in outdoors physical activities. It will foster
intergenerational participation creating opportunities for people of all ages to walk together
share knowledge and strengthen social bonds.

Through walking and Community lead storytelling participants will gain a deeper knowledge
of the ecological significance of the Landscape they traverse, the importance of waterways
and the preservation of the flora and fauna, linking local environmental care with global
ecological responsibility.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of this resolution as written as this involves an investigation only.
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Notice of Motions & Questions With Notice - 24 February 2026

ITEM 11.15 Protecting WSU Milperra

I, Councillor Conroy Blood hereby give notice that at the next Ordinary Meeting of Council |
will move the following motion:-

“That Council:

1. Notes;

a. the presence of Cumberland Plain Woodland at the former Milperra
campus;

b. Mirvac sought local planning approval for demolition works, subdivision
and development at the site in 2024, before redirecting these applications
through a State Significant Development pathway; and

c. that concerns have been raised regarding potential Commonwealth
environmental and Aboriginal heritage obligations.

2. Requests the Chief Executive Officer provide Councillors with a briefing note
outlining:

a. whether Council undertook, commissioned, or relied upon any
assessment or advice regarding potential referral under the Environment
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 when assessing the
applications for demolition, sub-division, etc in 2024;

b. whether Council sought or received advice from the Commonwealth
Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water in
relation to those works; and

c. whether Council sought or received advice from the Commonwealth in
relation to potential impacts on matters protected under the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984.

3. Resolves that Council write to the NSW Minister for Planning and the NSW
Minister for the Environment seeking confirmation of:
a. whether the proposed redevelopment of the Milperra campus has been
referred to the Commonwealth under the EPBC Act; and
b. how the NSW Government has addressed its obligations under the NSW-
Commonwealth Assessment Bilateral Agreement in relation to this site.

4. Resolves that Council write to the Commonwealth Minister for the Environment
and Water and the Commonwealth Minister for Indigenous Australians:
a. advising of Council’s previous approval decisions and the current State
Significant Development process; and
b. requesting advice as to whether any further action by the NSW
Government is required to ensure compliance with Commonwealth
environmental or heritage legislation.”
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BACKGROUND

The former Milperra (Bankstown) Campus of the University of Western Sydney comprises
approximately 30 hectares of land and is subject to proposals for staged redevelopment by
Mirvac.

| am advised that the site contains extensive remnant Cumberland Plain Woodland, including
a contiguous remnant and mature canopy trees distributed across the campus. Cumberland
Plain Woodland is listed as a Critically Endangered Ecological Community under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. Actions that may have a
significant impact on matters of national environmental significance require approval from
the Commonwealth prior to proceeding.

| am further advised that in 2024, Mirvac sought demolition works and other land use changes
at the Milperra campus through Canterbury-Bankstown Council’s local planning controls. The
broader redevelopment of the site is now being assessed by the NSW Government as State
Significant Development.

I am aware that Council has also received correspondence raising concerns that
redevelopment of the site may impact Aboriginal cultural heritage and that Commonwealth
powers under the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Heritage Protection Act 1984 may be
engaged.

This Notice of Motion does not seek to determine the merits of any development proposal,
but to ensure that the NSW Government acts, and continues to act, transparently and
consistently with its obligations to seek or facilitate Commonwealth advice where required as
part of this ongoing matter.

FINANCIAL AND STRATEGIC IMPACT

There is no financial impact of the motion as written.

BRIEFING NOTE

Development application DA-1512/2023, which proposed demolition of selected buildings
and structures did not permit the compromise of any Cumberland Plain Woodland, nor any
impact on ‘alleged’ scar trees.

The DA proposed to remove only two specific trees, and this was supported with arborists’
reports. The trees were located on the edge of the existing bitumen carpark that occupied
the site. One required urgent attention due to severe decay and the other was impacted by
termites and decay fungi. Both of these trees were required to be removed due to their
condition.

Continued assertions that this DA considered, let alone permitted, destruction of any
Cumberland Plain Woodland is false.
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A statement of heritage impact accompanied the demolition DA and concluded that the
demolition does not have any major disturbances to the ground surface and there was a low
risk of Aboriginal objects being present within the area where the demolition works were to
occur. Irrespective, conditions were imposed addressing any instance where the discovery of
a relic or aboriginal object occurs during demolition work.

In 2024 and 2025, several development applications were submitted to Council proposing
chiefly, subdivision to create larger ‘super lots’ as well as to enable the development of 28
dwellings towards the Ashford Avenue frontage, and some works to the existing child care
centre towards the north eastern part of the site.

All of these development applications were withdrawn by the applicant. Council did not
complete any through assessment and therefore no further biodiversity interrogations were
required as there was, and still is, no application with Council.

The redevelopment of the site is currently the subject of a State Significant Development
(SSD-97092958), which is being managed and assessed by the NSW Department of Planning,
Housing and Infrastructure. That proposal is for early works associated with the site,
subdivision and construction of dwellings across stages 1 and 2 including tree removal,
remediation, subdivision to create super lots, 62 residential lots, and construction of roads
and three new parks. Council is not the consent authority for this application.

Council staff have made a submission in response to the lodgement of the SSD seeking
additional work in biodiversity and vegetation management matters. Council’s submission is
publicly available on the NSW Government’s Planning portal. Heritage NSW have sought
additional detail regarding Aboriginal cultural heritage but that is not a matter for Council, it
is a matter for the NSW Department of Planning.
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12 CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

12.1 Property Matter: Proposed Acquisition of Property in Wiley Park

12.2 Proposed Compulsory Acquisition of Raw Avenue, Bankstown by NSW Health
Infrastructure

12.3 Transport for NSW M6 Motorway Project - Acquisition of Easement for Cabling

12.4 Old Bankstown Library Site — Property Update

12.5 Dunc Gray Velodrome Licence Agreement with AusCycling
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Chief Executive Officer's Statement

Confidentiality

Councillors and staff are reminded of their obligations in respect to the need for
confidentiality and not disclose or otherwise misuse the information which is about to be
discussed, failure to do so could result in a reference to the NSW Civil and Administrative
Tribunal and/or result in a prosecution in accordance with Sec. 664 of the Act for which the

maximum penalty is $5,500.
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CONFIDENTIAL SESSION

Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 1993 provides that Council may, by resolution,
close to the public so much of its meeting as comprises the receipt or discussion of matters
as listed in that section, or for any matter that arises during the course of business during the
meeting that should be treated as confidential in accordance with Section 10(2) of the Act.

Council’s Agenda for this meeting contains reports that meet the criteria specified in Section
10A(2) of the Act. To consider these reports in confidential session, Council can adopt the
following recommendation:

RECOMMENDATION

That, in accordance with Section 10A(2) of the Local Government Act, 1993, the Public and
the Press be excluded from the meeting to enable Council to determine Items 12.1, 12.2,
12.3, 12.4 and 12.5 in confidential session for the reasons indicated:

ltem 12.1 Property Matter: Proposed Acquisition of Property in Wiley Park

This report is considered to be confidential in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c) of the
Local Government Act, 1993, as it relates to information that would, if disclosed, confer
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes
to conduct) business.

ltem 12.2 Proposed Compulsory Acquisition of Raw Avenue, Bankstown by NSW
Health Infrastructure

This report is considered to be confidential in accordance with Section 10A(2)(c) of the
Local Government Act, 1993, as it relates to information that would, if disclosed, confer
a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is conducting (or proposes
to conduct) business.

ltem 12.3 Transport for NSW M6 Motorway Project - Acquisition of Easement for
Cabling

This report is considered to be confidential in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the
Local Government Act, 1993, as it relates to commercial information of a confidential
nature that would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who
supplied it.

ltem 12.4 Old Bankstown Library Site — Property Update

This report is considered to be confidential in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the
Local Government Act, 1993, as it relates to commercial information of a confidential
nature that would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who
supplied it.
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Iltem 12.5 Dunc Gray Velodrome Licence Agreement with AusCycling

This report is considered to be confidential in accordance with Section 10A(2)(d)(i) of the
Local Government Act, 1993, as it relates to commercial information of a confidential
nature that would, if disclosed, prejudice the commercial position of the person who
supplied it.
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